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14. Award Criteria 

Provided that the EBN applications met the eligibility criteria, each Action Plan will be evaluated against eight award 

criteria, which will carry different weighting within the overall assessment. 

To be classified as award fundable, the total of the marks of the award criteria should be equal or greater than 60% of 

the maximum total score. In addition, a mark of over 50% will be required for each criterion. 

 

N. Criterion Max Score 

1 Common business strategy 20 

2 Quality of the Action Plan 20 

3 Internal EBN Governance 10 

4 Impact 20 

5 Budget and cost effectiveness 10 

6 Composition of the EBN partners 10 

7 Family businesses 5 

8 Members of aggregations 5 

 TOTAL 100 

 

Each EBN proposal is evaluated for its: 

1. Common business strategy, maximum score of 20 

It reflects to what extent the business strategy is in line with the context and the objectives of the call. 

2. Quality of the Action Plan, maximum score of 20 

It reflects how the proposed activities are coherent and consistent (involved partners, target countries, tools and 

means planned, and to what extent the proposed methodology ensures the effective implementation of the 

project (casting of partners' roles, coordination, timing, management, etc.) 

3. Internal EBN Governance, maximum score of 10 

It reflects to what extent the candidate EBN has planned the internal organisation and management of the team.  

4. Impact and sustainability, maximum score of 20 

It reflects to what extent the candidate EBN and the relevant Action Plan are appropriate to raise awareness and 

visibility about EU inter-firm collaboration, and about the EU support to the action, potentially influencing the 

business environment. It also reflects the EBN’s ability to generate future common actions and economic returns 

(increase in market share in the target countries, improvement of the products/services for the target markets, 

increase in partnerships/agreements/portfolio of foreign operators, etc.). 

5. Budget and cost-effectiveness, maximum score of 10 

It explains to what extent the budget is clear and detailed (breakdown of the budget and explanations when 

clarifications are necessary) and whether the budget is in line with the objectives, the strategy and the potential 

results. 

6. Composition of the EBN partners, maximum score of 10 

A special focus is assigned to family businesses (for a definition of family business, check 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/promoting-entrepreneurship/we-work-for/family-business_en) and companies 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/promoting-entrepreneurship/we-work-for/family-business_en


 

   

that already belong to aggregations (clusters, districts, associations, etc.). For each of these items, a max score of 5 is 

foreseen. 

At the outcome of the evaluation process, proposals will be ranked according to their total score. 

In the case of proposals have the same score, they will be ranked based on the priority given to each award criterium, 

starting from "Common business strategy". If there are still the same scores on the first criterium, the selection will be 

based on the "Quality of the Action Plan", and so on, until the fifth award criterium is finally taken into consideration, 

if necessary. 

A limited number of proposals may be placed in a reserve list. 

 


