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What? 

 
 

Social sciences and humanities (SSH) are given an enhanced 
role as a cross-cutting issue aimed at improving our 

assessment of and response to complex societal issues. 
Therefore, where relevant, the research and innovation chain 

should include contributions from SSH disciplines” 
 

Horizon 2020 Guidelines 



Past vs. Present and Future 

SSH is a  
cross-cutting issue. 

Transdisciplinarity is part 
of the evaluation criteria 

 
 

 
   Programme  

dedicated to SSH 
 

HEALTH 

NANO 

SSH 
Transport ENV 

ICT 
FOOD 

Security Space 

WORKING TOGETHER WORKING INDEPENDENTLY 



COMPLEX 
SOCIETAL 

CHALLENGES 

STEM disciplines 
(science, 

technology, 
engineering and 

mathematics) 

Integration of SSH: solutions and products that are 
socially acceptable, directly applicable or 
marketable and cost-effective  

SSH disciplines 
(social sciences 
and humanities) 



Excellent Science 

European Research 
Council 
Frontier research by the 

best individual teams 
 
Future and Emerging 

Technologies 
Collaborative research to 

open new fields of 
innovation 

 
Marie Skłodowska Curie 

actions 
Opportunities for training 

and career development 
 
Research infrastructures 

(including e-infrastructure) 
Ensuring access to world-

class facilities 

Industrial 
Leadership 

Leadership in enabling 
and industrial 
technologies 
 ICT, nanotechnologies, 

materials, biotechnology, 
manufacturing, space 

 
Access to risk finance 
Leveraging private 

finance and venture 
capital for research and 
innovation 

 
 Innovation in SMEs 
Fostering all forms of 

innovation in all types of 
SMEs 

Societal 
Challenges 

Health, demographic 
change and wellbeing 
Food security, 

sustainable agriculture, 
marine and maritime 
research & the 
bioeconomy 
Secure, clean and 

efficient energy 
Smart, green and 

integrated transport 
Climate action, 

environment, resource 
efficiency and raw 
materials 
 Inclusive, innovative and 

reflective societies 
Secure societies 
 



• Topics are 'flagged' for SSH by EC , i.e. they point to SSH research as integral part 
of the expertise needed to properly address the issue outlined in the topic 
 

• Proposals submitted for topics 'flagged' for SSH should contain meaningful, 
integrated contributions from SSH researchers   
 

• Evaluation panels include SSH expertise: evaluators briefed on how to identify and 
evaluate SSH aspects  
 

• SSH-perspective can lead to new insights, approaches and solutions 
 

• Complex societal challenges need socially accepted solutions and products 
 
 
 
 
 

Why should SSH be integrated in proposals? 



The full Integration process 

1. TOPIC ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology 

3. Identify the relevant disciplines 
and find the right partners 

4. Integrate SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, etc.) 



 
• Is the topic „flagged“ for SSH? 

 
• Does the topic text contain SSH terminology? 
 

 
SC1-BHC-19-2019: Implementation research for maternal and child health  
The research should take into account the specificities of different contexts and 
situations. The research should be integrated from different perspectives e.g. 
recognising the interdependent relationship between mother and child; addressing 
prevention, health promotion and treatment; allowing for the specific needs of 
vulnerable groups (e.g. preterm infants, adolescents, migrants) […]. The integration of 
social sciences including gender analysis and the use of mixed methods research 
is strongly encouraged. 

 
 

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 



The one document with the selection of all 
SSH-flagged (and more) topics? 

https://www.net4society.eu/files/SSH%20Opportunities%20document_se
pt19_update_final1.pdf  

https://www.net4society.eu/files/SSH%20Opportunities%20document_sept19_update_final1.pdf
https://www.net4society.eu/files/SSH%20Opportunities%20document_sept19_update_final1.pdf
https://www.net4society.eu/files/SSH%20Opportunities%20document_sept19_update_final1.pdf


 1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology 

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines 
and find the right 

partners 

4. Integrate 
SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, 
etc.) 



 1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification 

of SSH 
terminology 

3. Identifying the relevant 
disciplines and finding the right 

partners 

4. Integrate 
SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, 
etc.) 



Visit the websites of the NCP networks and find relevant (Brokerage)events!! 

https://www.net4society.eu/en/Other-NCP-networks-1932.html  

https://www.net4society.eu/en/Other-NCP-networks-1932.html


 
1. TOPIC 

ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification 

of SSH 
terminology 

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines 
and find the right 

partners 

4. Integrate SSH in 
the proposal 

(activities, budget, etc.) 



 

Integrate SSH in the proposal 
You need to 

integrate 
SSH in all 
the parts 

Excellence 

Impact 

Implementation 

Work Packages 
Description Please be 
sure that the distribution of 
WPs, Tasks and activities 
is proper among all 
partners and the SSH 
integration is guaranteed 
also in the abstract, and 
deliverables 

You need to 
integrate SSH 

researcher/insti 
tutions in your 
consortium 

You need to cover 
all the disciplines 
identified in the 

topic including the 
right partners 

Budget 
You need to assign 
ADEQUATE budget 
to both STEM and 

SSH partners 



Data on SSH integration in Horizon 2020 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-
/publication/f094a641-30dd-11e9-8d04-
01aa75ed71a1  

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f094a641-30dd-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f094a641-30dd-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f094a641-30dd-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1


1. SSH is a cross-cutting issue in Horizon 2020 and will be in Horizon 
Europe. It should therefore be included as a vital aspect in all parts of 
the framework programmes. 
 

2. Download the Net4Society “Opportunities Document“, to find relevant 
topics. 
 

3. Get in touch with other NCP networks, to find partners from other 
disciplines.  
 

4. In case of any question:  
 

At a glance… 
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