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Conference Overview  

The Smart Regions 
Conference 3.0: 
“Transformation through 
Smart Specialisation” 
took place on 14-15 
November 2019 in the 
Egg Congress and 
Meeting Centre in 
Brussels. 


The event took place 
amid the backdrop of 
changes in climate, 
technology and 
demographic 
transformations and how 
they are impacting on 
our societies and ways 
of life.


Europe must lead the 
transition to a healthy 
planet and a new digital 
world. The Smart 
Regions Conference was 
an occasion to 
strengthen links between 
people, countries and 
institutions.  


During the event the 
European Commission, 
Member States and 
Regions presented 
achievements in the 
current financial period 
2014-20 and key 
directions for smart 
specialisation as a tool 
for an effective 
economic transformation 
in 2021-2027.


The Conference focused 
on three topics. 


• Boosting innovation-
led growth in the EU 
industrial transition 
regions


• Supporting the 
catching-up EU 
regions to close the 
innovation gap 


• Integrating regional 
economies in the 
global value chains.


In 2014 smart 
specialisation strategies 
were introduced in the 
European Union’s 
Cohesion Policy as a 
basis for research and 
innovation investment. 
As a result around 180 
strategies have been 
established to shape 
investments from 
2014-2020. 


The Conference 
provided national and 
regional authorities the 
opportunity to share their 
experiences of how 

smart specialisation 
strategies have been 
implemented, to present 
projects financed and to 
discuss impacts on the 
ground.


It helped project 
promoters to learn from 
experiences in other 
regions and to find 
cooperation partners 
across the EU in areas 
such as energy, agri-
food, industrial 
modernisation, 
cybersecurity, health, 
and the maritime 
industry.


As well as highlighting 
best practices and 
lessons learnt, the event 
also helped to foster a 
debate on the future of 
innovation in the context 
of European regional 
development with 
representatives from the 
European institutions 
and national and regional 
governments.
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“Digitalisation and new technologies will 
profoundly change the way we live and work. 
These changes bring new opportunities. They 
are transforming areas such as health, 
mobility, industry and science. They are the 
key to Europe’s future competitiveness and 
growth.” 

Johannes Hahn, 
European Commissioner 

  14/11/2019



Day 1 Agenda  

09:30 - 10:15 	 	 Karen Coleman, Moderator 


Opening speech  


• Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional and Urban Policy and the Commissioner 
for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations 


10:15 - 10:45


Keynote Address 	 	 


• Professor Dominique Foray – Dean of the School of Management, École Polytechnique Fédérale 
de Lausanne


10:45 - 12:00  


Panel discussion and debate: “Smart Specialisation in the age of Rapid Change” 


• Daniela Ferrara  - Coordination manager, Emilia Romagna Region Italy responsible for the 

coordination of EFDF and ESF Regional operational programmes at the managing authority of 

Emilia Romagna Region 

• Pia Sandvik – CEO & Executive Vice-President, Research Institutes of Sweden RISE  


• Alban Maggiar – Policy Vice President, SME United based in Brussels 


• Krzysztof Krystowski – President of the Polish Cluster’s Employer’s Association 


• Jean Jacques Bernardini – Senior Vice Deputy of the regional innovation agency of Grand Est – 

Grand E-Nov, France 


• Alessandro Rainoldi – Head of the European Commission’s Territorial Development Unit, Joint 

Research Centre, S3Platform


12:00 - 14:00 Networking lunch


14:00 - 16:00  

Parallel Session 1: Boosting innovation-led growth in the EU industrial transition regions. 


Parallel Session 2: Supporting the catching up EU regions to close the innovation gap. 


16:00 - 18:00 	 Networking and side events 

	 	 	 


18:00 - 21:00 Closing of the First Day and Official Dinner 
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Day 2 Agenda 

09:30 - 11:30 	 	 


Parallel Session 3: Investments in interregional innovation projects. 


Parallel Session 4: Development of value chains in catching up regions. 


11:30 - 12:00	 	 


Main conclusions from the parallel sessions 


12:00 - 13:00  


Round table discussion 


• Marc Lemaitre - Director General for Regional and Urban Policy 


• Jean-Eric Paquet - Director General, DG RTD 


• Loris Di Pietrantonio - Head of ESF and FEAD: Policy & Legislation in DG EMPL

• Markku Markkula - First Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions 


13:00 - 15:00 Networking - Matchmaking Lunch 


15:00 - 18:00	 Networking and side events:


A. Towards joint innovation investments - learning from the triple-helix perspective 


B. Regional Development Agencies’ experiences for the next generation of S3


C. Effective regional strategies for IP Awareness campaigns 


D. RIS3 in Lagging Regions: understanding and managing industrial transitions


E. Workshop on Industry 4.0 Collaboration in Central Europe (CE) - “How to stimulate CEE 
involvement in 140 Networks and Initiatives”.  
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Opening Plenary   

Welcome Address - Commissioner Johannes Hahn  

The Opening Plenary began 
with a welcome address by 
Johannes Hahn, European 
Commissioner for Regional 
and Urban Policy and the 
Commissioner for 
Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations.  

Commissioner Hahn referred 
to his insistence six years ago 
on introducing smart 
specialisation for Cohesion 
Policy when he was the then 
Commissioner for Regional 
Policy. 


He said he was proud of that 
achievement as it had proven 
its worth. 


“Six years on, the 
results are clear. We 
have 180 smart 
specialisation 
strategies in the 
current 
programming 
period leading to 
18,000 product 
innovations that are 
new to the market.” 

Commissioner 
Hahn told delegates 
that while smart 
specialisation was 
relevant to all 
regions, less 
developed regions 

required specific attention 
regarding human capital and 
skills development. 


He said more experimentation 
was needed and that the 
European Commission was 
harnessing the power of 
Europe’s diversity. Mr Hahn 
referred to the launch of a 
number of pilot actions to test 
new approaches. One such 
test is the Pilot Action on 
Regions in Industrial 
Transition which started at the 
end of 2017. 


The EU has been promoting 
stronger inter-regional co-
operation and investment 

pipelines across borders and 
new EU value-chains Mr Hahn  
explained during his address. 


“We need more interregional 
co-operation and joint 
investments. We need more 
value chains that cross 
borders. We need more 
opportunities for companies 
to scale up their ideas and get 
benefits from a connected, 
global economy.”


The Commissioner went on to 
explain that there are 25 
active partnerships on the 
smart specialisation platform 
in three thematic areas: 
industrial modernisation, 
agro-food and energy. More 
than 100 regions are involved. 


“ Our digital, green and smart 
future is exciting. An 
undiscovered area full of new 
possibilities and new 
opportunities. And our 
regions need to become 
smart to harness these 
opportunities.” Johannes 
Hahn 14/11/2019 
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Professor Dominique Foray 
Dean of the School of Management, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne   

 
Professor Dominique Foray 
began his address by 
referring to the progress that 
had been made since the 
design and implementation of 
the S3 concept. 


He told delegates much had 
been learnt over the past few 
years and that regions and 
beyond were better “at doing” 
smart specialisation today 
than a few years ago.


“In the framework of the 
collaboration with the DG 
Regional and Urban policy we 
have tried to reflect on this 
progress in order to propose 
to regions a more simple and 
obvious process for designing 
and implementing S3 in order 
for regions to understand 
what is crucial in S3, what is 
key and what is not.” 

Professor Foray referred to 
the “basic principles” of 
Smart specialisation which 
were to: 

• Build the strategy on 

regional specific strengths, 
potentials and opportunities


• Concentrate on certain 
priorities. 


• Concentrate not on 
structures but on the 
transformation of these 
structures. 


• Encourage a logic of 
entrepreneurial discovery


He discussed the “three 
steps” of the S3 process 
which is less complex than 
before.  

• Identification of Priority 

areas 

• Design of Transformational 

Roadmaps 

• Implementation with an 

Action Plan 


“A priority area definition 
includes a subject or a sector 
or some parts of a sector or 
several sectors and an 
appropriate transformational 
goal or direction of change for 
this subject. Only together will 
these two elements build this 
priority area in S3.” 

The Professor referred to 
Crete as an example of one 
priority area that focused on 
the transformation of the 
tourism sector through 
digitalisation and other high-
tech developments. He 
explained how projects were 
identified and classified by 
stakeholders according to 
capacity and opportunity. 


They were then further 
analysed to see how they 
related to one another and 
how they impacted on 
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transformation. This process 
produced a “transformative 
roadmap” said Professor 
Foray. 


“This is the right level of 
granularity. Not an individual 
project nor the sector as a 
whole but this collection of 
related projects all engaged 
towards the same direction of 
change. One can see that this 
step if done properly, so this 
translation of a priority into a 
transformation activity, will 
produce the good properties 
of S3.”  

He talked about capacity and 
the five Ds. 


• Direction of Change 

• Relational Density 

• Regional differentiation 

• Entrepreneurial discovery

• Distributed capacities 


Professor Foray went on to 
discuss the Action Plan and 
the implementation of the 
transformative activity. These 
centred around Mobilising 
and coordinating financial 
instruments; evaluating 
projects for  funding 
decisions; designing 

monitoring, feedback and 
flexibility mechanism to 
maximise the informational 
effects of entrepreneurial 
discovery. 


The Professor stressed that 
regions “must definitely” not 
attempt to do everything on 
their own and that the 
building of the 
transformational roadmap 
provides a solid basis for 
inter-regional cooperation 
within the S3 framework. 


“There are many opportunities 
for cooperation but this will 
only work if regions carry out 
the task of converting the 
priority into a transformational 
roadmap to make it 
transparent and clear what 
kind of capacities they need 
for cooperation. Without such 
a roadmap the foundations for 
cooperation will be very 
vague…They need to be 
much more specific about 
what is missing in the region 
and what they need.” 

He emphasised again how it 
is important that regions 
understand the need to follow 

the three step process which 
he stressed was simple 
enough to deliver on 
expectations. 


Professor Foray concluded 
his address by saying that his 
“unique” experience with S3 
over the past several years 
has led to an “enormous 
learning process regarding 
implementation and design” 
both on an academic and 
practical policy-making level. 
A few important concepts and 
ideas make S3 a “great 
industrial policy based on a 
unique design” he told 
delegates.  


“The EU can be proud to 
have started the process, 
to have tested and 
experimented the 
approach. And now we 
have a very good 
instrument because this 
instrument is both 
conceptually rigorous and 
practically not too 
complicated.” 
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Panel Debate  
Smart Specialisation in the Age of Rapid Change  



10:45 - 12:00 


Moderator - Karen Coleman  

Panellists 


• Daniela Ferrara  - Coordination Manager, Emilia Romagna Region, Italy. Responsible for the 

coordination of EFDF and ESF Regional operational programmes at the managing authority of 

Emilia Romagna Region. 


• Pia Sandvik – CEO & Executive Vice-President, Research Institutes of Sweden RISE  


• Alban Maggiar – Policy Vice-President, SME United based in Brussels 


• Krzysztof Krystowski – President of the Polish Cluster’s Employer’s  Association 

• Jean-Jacques Bernardini – Senior vice deputy of the regional innovation agency of Grand Est – 

Grand E-Nov in France 


• Alessandro Rainoldi – Head of the European Commission’s Territorial Development Unit, Joint 

Research Centre, S3Platform 


This plenary panel debate focused on the role of smart specialisation in the transformation of regions 
which face challenges such as  technological progress  (for example Industry 4.0, Robotisation, 
Artificial Intelligence, The Internet of Things) along with the drive towards achieving a clean 
environment (including zero carbon emissions, the circular economy, energy efficiency) and 
demographic changes such as migration and ageing. 
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The following key points were made by the panellists during the discussion. 


Daniela Ferrara  

Ms Ferrara talked about how 
in her region of Emilia 
Romagna, structured 
ecosystems of research and 
innovation policies were 
already in existence going 
back almost 20 years. That 
“crucial” continuity of 
research and innovation 
policy along with the 
existence of high-technology 
networks, meant the region 
has been successful in 
implementing S3 strategies.




It also meant the region could 
focus on other sectors with 
low research and innovation 
components such as the 
tourism sector which has 
been given “a new push” by 
being included in S3 policies. 
She referred to the cultural 
and creative companies that 
were also included in their S3 
polices. 


A cluster was set up for these 
companies and an 
entrepreneurial discovery 
process was undertaken 
through a participatory, 
shared, bottom-up approach.  


“This was the first time that in 
our region all the actors and 
all the stakeholders of these 
specific sectors were put 
together and were discussing 
together all the single items of 
the value chains to be 
developed. So it was really a 
success for us and it was one 
of the results of the S3 in our 
region.”  

Pia Sandvik  

Pia Sandvik talked about the 
necessity of research and 
innovation and technological 
solutions to resolve the 
challenges we face. She said 
environments are required to 
enable new solutions to be 
tested in a controlled way in 
order to shorten the 
industrialisation and scale up 

time to meet market needs. 


She stressed the need for test 
beds that would include 
testing facilities, laboratory 
set-ups, development of 
environments under real-life 
conditions and innovation 
hubs. These test beds would 
tie together all parts of the 
innovation system ie. industry, 
academia, business 

development support, 
investors, SMEs and public 
organisations. 


“I really think that test beds 
are an important backbone of 
European competitiveness. 
They are an important tool to 
diffuse knowledge and 
increase regional growth 
through productivity and 
innovation.”  

Ms Sandvik went on to say 
that different regions need 
different test beds because 
they need to connect to the 
strengths of the different 
regions. She cited the 
example of Gothenburg in 
Sweden where the main 
automotive industry is based 
and explained that they are 
focusing on electric mobility 
labs there to prepare for 
electrification which is one 
solution for fossil-fuel free 
vehicles. 


Ms Sandvik called for a joint 
strategy in Europe to utilise 
the potential of test beds. 


“I would call it test bed 
Europe because existing 
technology infrastructures 
represent a large investment 
already and is often under-
used. So building a 
collaboration within the 
European Union and bi-
laterally between different 
countries, cities and regions 
would really allow more 
companies to get access to 
these infrastructures.”  
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Alban Maggiar  

Alban Maggiar focused on 
SMEs during his presentation. 
He told the delegates that 
SMEs were the drivers of 
innovation and the fabric of 
our regional and local 
societies. However he warned 
that despite progress made, 
there were deficits in the 
convergence between regions 
in member states and that 
there were even increasing 
disparities in some cases. 


Mr Maggiar talked about the 
problems regions face as a 
result of structural breakdown 
due to the likes of 
technological changes, 
globalisation, devastated city 
centres and natural disasters. 
These different challenges 
require different solutions 
advised Mr Maggiar.	 


 “I am convinced that the best 
solution for a smart future can 
only be developed and 
successfully implemented if 
regional governments involve 
the SME organisations, the 
social partners and civil 
societies. Multi actors, multi 
levels.” 

Mr Maggiar went on to say 
that SMEs welcome the focus 
on innovation, digitalisation 

and qualification and resource 
efficiency. He said they 
support the requirement for 
regions to first develop a 
smart specialisation strategy 
before presenting their 
operational programme for 
the various funds. 


And he stressed that all 
stakeholders including SME 
organisations have to be 
involved in the development 
of those strategies and the 
design of the operational 
programmes. 


Krzysztof Krystowski 

Mr Krystowski began by 
saying that S3 is very well 
known in Poland and that it is 
a process that discussion 
continues on how to 
implement, better perform 
and improve it. Speaking on 
behalf of Polish Cluster 
organisations, he said they 
consider smart specialisation 
to be a “very good” idea. 


But Mr Krystowski stressed 
that an ongoing issue was the 
question of how to devote 
resources to achieve their 
goals and the right activities.


“So smart specialisation is 
really something we have to 

use as a tool to decide in 
which places we intervene 
and in which not.”  

He said the “bottom-up” 
approach was “very very 
crucial” and that it was very 
important never to consider 
smart specialisation as a 
“top-down” approach. 


“We as a society of 
entrepreneurs of companies 
we really are very much afraid 
of this kind of top down 
approach because the results 
are very surprising 
sometimes.”  

Mr Krzystof went on to tell 
delegates that clusters of 
companies can “be 
complementary” in terms of  
smart specialisation ideas.


“I am fully convinced that we 
are very complementary and 
we the cluster communities, 
should be used as a tool to 
implement smart 
specialisation ideas.” 

Trust was an essential 
ingredient in building common 
projects said Mr Krzystof. But 
he added that a lot needs to 
be done to increase that level 
of trust between people, 
between companies and 
companies and between 
companies and local society 
and local government and 
scientists. 
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Jean Jacques Bernardini 

Mr Bernardini explained that 
Grand-Est is a new region in 
France following the merger 
of three former regions of 
Alsace, Champagne-Ardenne 
and Lorraine.


He explained that Grand E-
Nov is the regional innovation 
agency of Grand-Est region. 


“Our job is very simple to 
understand. We provide 
assistance to companies and 
territories to transform ideas 
into innovations…We are 
working very closely with 
small and medium companies 
which constitute something 
like 90% of the economical 
network in a region like 
Grand-Est.” 

He said that in the past, the 
three former regions each had 
their own smart specialisation 
strategies and that a major 
challenge now was to come 
up with one smart 
specialisation strategy for the 
entire newly-formed region.


Mr Bernardini talked about 
the importance of the energy 
transition and how to involve 
stakeholders in that 
transformation. In addition the 
automotive industry which is 
the backbone of the region, is 
also facing major challenges 
and transformations he said. 


He mentioned the opportunity 
to work with the region’s 
bordering neighbours - 
Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Germany and Switzerland. He 
told delegates there were 
opportunities to develop 
strategies with places in those 
bordering countries to see 
how they could all work 
together. 


The third challenge was 
governance said Mr 
Bernardini. 


“The smart specialisation 
strategy is not a top-down 
approach. It’s not a fully 
bottom-up approach …We 
have to find the right 
combination.” 

Mr Bernardini emphasised 
that the integration of the 
stakeholders during the 
setting up phase of the 
strategy is very important. He 
told delegates that innovation 
agencies could be very 
crucial in this regard because 
they are in the centre of the 
ecosystems.  The fact that 
they are funded by key actors 
in the ecosystems and have 
strong links with companies 
whom they work with on a 

daily basis, puts them in a 
pivotal position.  


“My day to day job is to go 
into companies, to identify 
projects, to identify 
bottlenecks and then to try to 
find the right expertise and 
money to transform 
bottlenecks into 
opportunities.” 

Alessandro Rainoldi 

Mr Rainoldi brought the 
perspective of the European 
Commission to the panel 
debate. He said one of the 
key achievements that smart 
specialisation has managed 
to get so far is a widespread 
change in the governance 
process of innovation in EU 
regions.


“In quite  a lot of cases this is 
genuine and this is permanent 
so meaning we have achieved 
or about to achieve a 
change.” 
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Mr Rainoldi told delegates the 
transformative aspect of 
smart specialisation was a 
“very important” stepping up 
of the process. 


“Now we probably have 
institutions and regional 
coalitions of actors that are 
best prepared to get the real 
transformation part of their 
social economic systems.” 

He said one of the key 
features and attractiveness of 
smart specialisation was that 
they were proposing a 
methodology and an 
approach which was not fully 
top down nor fully bottom up 
approach. It was a 
combination of evidence-
based and community-based 
knowledge.


“I think this topic is a key 
essence for success and for 
making it so unique.  Here we 
really have something that we 
should be proud of and that 
we can show to the world 
how Europe is striving and 
putting efforts in changing the 
way of dealing with innovation 
on a regional and local basis.”


Another important point was 
multi-level governance said 
Mr Rainoldi. What is 
important is to get everything 
connected to each other he 
said and added that they had 
experiences of cities adopting 
smart specialisations as a 
methodology for their 
innovation strategies in 
Europe. 


 A final point he referred to 
was the work being down 
with countries outside the EU 
such as the Western Balkans. 


“I think the transformational 
element is also a key 
element in order to make 
smart specialisation 
attractive for countries and 
regions or sub-national 
entities that beyond the 
EU, struggle to get a 
directionality out of their 
innovation strategies. And  
also they struggle to get a  
meaningful direction on how 
to transform themselves.” 
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Parallel Sessions - Topics and Conclusions  

Parallel Session 1 - Boosting innovation-led growth in the 
EU industrial transition regions - Day 1  
This session provided the opportunity to reflect on the actions needed to address industrial transition 
and the challenges that Europe faces such as globalisation, automation, robotisation, digitalisation, 
carbon neutrality, energy efficiency, the circular economy as well as ageing and migration. 


Presentation: Joaquim Oliveira Martins – Deputy Director of OECD CFE


Panel discussion and debate followed by World café style interaction with delegates  

Panel Chair: Peter Dröll - Director for Prosperity, DG RTD


Panelists: 
• Carmen Sillero Illanes – Agency of Innovatio and Development of Andalusia, Director

• Leena Sarvaranta – EARTO, VTT, Finland

• Charles Wessner - Global Innovation Policy at Georgetown University, USA 


Feedback compiled by EU team following World Café Session 
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1. More experimentation

2. Linking innovation ecosystems

3. Invent/apply modern methods for innovation diffusion

4. Internationalisation of innovation

5. Build trust / alleviate risk

6. Skilling/Reskilling/Upskilling

Strengthen innovation diffusion

Support from EU needed?

• Support strategic planning at regional level

• Disseminate good practices

• Provide external expertise for RIS3 implementation

• More flexible regulatory framework to allow piloting, experimenting

• We will hear from rapporteurs at the end their main insights



Parallel Sessions - Topics and Conclusions  

Parallel Session 2 - Supporting the catching up EU regions 
to close the innovation gap - Day 1 
This session reflected on the significant divide between European Union countries with the greatest 
capacity to innovate, and those with the least capacity to innovate. The convergence process in 
some regions proceeds very slowly and unevenly while other regions are catching up and need 
further support to keep the momentum. 


Presentation: Arup Banerji - Regional Director, European Union, World Bank


Panel discussion and debate followed by World café style interaction with delegates 

Panel Chair: Nicola De Michelis - Director for Smart and Sustainable Growth, DG REGIO


Panellists:  
• Teresa Jorge – Head of Unit for Cooperation and Promotion, Centro CCDR
• Esteban Pelayo – EURADA, Director
• Slavo Radosevic – University College, UK

Feedback compiled by EU team following World Café Session 


.		
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1. Governance

2. Research – Business platforms

3. Skills in innovation

4. Rural - Urban

5. Open for interregional collaboration

Strengthen innovation diffusion

Support from EU needed?

• Strategic planning

• Flexible rules adopted to reality of catching up regions/territories

• Support building sustainable innovation ecosystem (legal and institutional
framework)

• External expertise

• Skills



Parallel Sessions - Topics and Conclusions  

Parallel Session 3 - Investments in interregional innovation 
projects - Day 2 
This session focused on supporting partnerships to develop, connect or make complementary use of 
testing and demonstration facilities to accelerate market uptake and to scale up innovation solutions 
in shared specialisation priority areas. 


Presentation: Ron Boschma and Pierre-Alexandre Balland – University of Utrecht


Panel discussion and debate followed by World café style interaction with delegates 

Panel Chair: Dir. Lena Andersson - Pench - Director for European Territorial Cooperation, Macro-
regions, Interregional and Programme Implementation, DG REGIO


Panellists:  
• David Uhlíř - Chief Strategy officer of JIC and EBN President

• Mikel Irujo Amezaga – Vanguard representative

• Dr Roman Stöllinger - Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies


Feedback compiled by EU team following World Café Session 
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1. Value of complementarity / find your perfect match

2. Open data / Information flow / Analysis of complementarities of regional
capabilities

3. More capitalisation of research results at EU level

4. Collaboration Platform/linking labs

5. Start will small projects/build trust and then
scale-up

Boost interregional cooperation on value chains

Support from EU needed?
• Support for Interregional Innovation Investments (Component 5)

• More capitalisation of knowledge, projects delivered

• Flexibility of rules to enable interregional innovation investments

• Solve the coordination failure/ administrative capacity

• European new support schemes to connect regional actors

• New generation of RIS 3 Platform



Parallel Sessions - Topics and Conclusions  

Parallel Session 4 - Development of value chains in catching 
up regions - Day 2 
This session focused on increasing the capacity of regional innovation eco-systems in catching up 
regions to participate in partnerships with other regions, creating linkages between catching up 
regions with those in lead regions. 


Presentation: Jiri Blazek - Charles University  

Panel discussion and debate followed by World café style interaction with delegates 

Panel Chair: Dir. Slawomir Tokarski - Director for Innovation and Advanced Manufacturing, DG 
GROW 


Panellists:  
• Bianca Muntean – Transilvania IT Cluster
• Antonio Novo - European Alliance of National Cluster Associations
• Agne Paliokaite – Visionary Analytics

Feedback compiled by EU team following World Café Session 
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1. Promote entrepreneurial spirit – role of shared leadership

2. Organise networking and matchmaking events between regions/share
good practices

3. Support for development of skills

4. Incentivise collaboration

5. Inclusive and coordinated support instruments

Value chains in catching up regions

Support from EU needed?

• Support for skills and human capital/capacities

• Mapping of capacities and knowledge sharing on the EU level

• Support for intermediaries

• Advisory and expert support for the catching up regions

• Allow flexibility for interregional collaboration / experimentation



Final Panel Debate - Day 2 
Key Policy Challenges  



12:00 - 13:00 


Moderator - Karen Coleman  

Panellists  

• Marc Lemaitre – Director General for Regional and Urban Policy

• Jean-Eric Paquet – Director General, DG RTD

• Loris Di Pietrantonio - Head of ESF and FEAD: Policy & Legislation in DG EMPL

• Markku Markkula – First Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions


This session focused on key policy challenges in terms of smart specialisation strategies. During the 
session panellists discussed the role of S3 in promoting innovative and smart economic 
transformation. Delegates heard about some key directions that need to be taken to drive smart 
specialisation in the future especially in the light of some of the issues raised in the conference. 


These topics included boosting innovation-led growth in the EU industrial transition regions, 
supporting the catching up EU regions to close the innovation gap and investing in interregional 
innovation investments to help create EU value chains.


All four panellists gave their views on how challenges such as technological developments, climate  
change and demography are transforming our societies and ways of life. They talked about how we 
as Europeans can turn those challenges into opportunities for regional and local development while 
continuing to exploit complementarity between policy areas.  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Marc Lemaitre talked about 
what actions EU regions  
need to take in order to 
compete with other more 
advanced and emerging 
economies in the fast 
changing economic and 
social environment we live in 
today.


Jean-Eric Paquet addressed 
the issue of innovation 
divisions in Europe. While 
certain countries have made 
significant advancements in 
catching up, most regions, 
including regions in more 
developed Member States, 
lag behind in terms of their 

R&I investments, capacity 
and performance. He gave his 
views on what leaders of EU 
regions could do to improve 
their capacity to innovate.  


Loris Di Pietrantonio  
discussed how to ensure that 
workers acquire the new skills 
needed for changing 
technologies such as 
automation, AI and 
robotisation so that they can 
meet the specific needs of EU 
territories. The development 
of skills is crucial for smart 
specialisation, industrial 
transition and 
entrepreneurship. However, 

the EU needs to ensure 
workers receive the expert 
training needed for those 
developments.  


Markku Markula gave his 
views on a question about 
whether a stronger emphasis 
should be put on the market 
orientation of research 
activities and the diffusion of 
top R&D results across 
economic areas. The EU is a 
global leader in research in 
many fields yet well-
performing innovation 
systems are found only in a 
few EU regions. Mr Markula 
responded to that issue.  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Production details and acknowledgements

This report was produced for the European Commission, Directorate-General for Regional and Urban
Policy by Coleman Communications, Galway, Ireland. 

All photographs used in it were sourced from the European Commission’s Smart Regions Conference 3.0
bank of photographs.

This report provides a brief summary of the sessions that took place in the plenary elements of the
2019 Smart Regions Conference 3.0. It is by no means a comprehensive analysis of all elements of the event, but 
it is designed to provide a snapshot of some of the issues raised in the plenary sessions along with brief 
conclusions from the parallel sessions that took place over the course of the two days. For more detailed
information you can view the recorded plenary sessions from Day 1 by going to the 
following link Smart Regions 3.0 Webstreaming recordings

https://smartregions3.com/page-2841
https://smartregions3.com/page-2841
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