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What?
“Social sciences and humanities (SSH) are given an enhanced
role as a cross-cutting issue aimed at improving our
assessment of and response to complex societal issues.
Therefore, where relevant, the research and innovation chain
should include contributions from SSH disciplines”

Source: EC Online manual

Topics flagged for Social sciences and Humanities
“Many topics invite contributions from the SSH, often in
collaboration with non-SSH disciplines such as natural and
physical sciences, health sciences or technology. These topics
have been 'flagged' and can be found on the Participant
Portal.”
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SSH is a 
cross-cutting issue, trans-
disciplinarity is part of the 

evaluation criteria

Programme
dedicated to SSH, No reference 
to disciplines working together 

in the evaluation criteria 

Past vs Present

HEALTH
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SSH
TransportENV

ICT
FOOD

Security Space

WORKING TOGETHERWORKING INDEPENDENTLY
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Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities integrated in Horizon
2020

Excellent Science
§ European Research Council
§ Frontier research by the best 

individual teams

§ Future and Emerging 
Technologies
§ Collaborative research to open 

new fields of innovation

§ Marie Skłodowska Curie actions
§ Opportunities for training and 

career development

§ Research infrastructures 
(including e-infrastructure)
§ Ensuring access to world-class 

facilities

Industrial Leadership
§ Leadership in enabling and 

industrial technologies
§ ICT, nanotechnologies, 

materials, biotechnology, 
manufacturing, space

§ Access to risk finance
§ Leveraging private finance and 

venture capital for research 
and innovation

§ Innovation in SMEs
§ Fostering all forms of 

innovation in all types of SMEs

Societal Challenges

§ Health, demographic change 
and wellbeing

§ Food security, sustainable 
agriculture, marine and 
maritime research & the 
bioeconomy

§ Secure, clean and efficient 
energy

§ Smart, green and integrated 
transport

§ Climate action, environment, 
resource efficiency and raw 
materials

§ Inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies

§ Security society

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation

Science with and for society

Joint Research Center (JRC)

EURATOM

Cross-cutting Issues
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SSH aspects include…

Human behaviour and choices, 
lifestyles and well-being 

Economic analysis and business 
models 

Legal, institutional and political 
frameworks 

Human geography and 
demographic trends 

Historical considerations

Social innovation

Cultural and anthropological aspects

Variations across social groups
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Why are the SSH disciplines integrated?    

COMPLEX 
SOCIETAL 

ISSUES

STEM disciplines 
(science, technology, 

engineering and 
mathematics)

Integration of SSH: solutions and
products that are socially
acceptable, directly applicable or
marketable and cost-effective

SSH disciplines 
(social sciences and 

humanities)
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Why do I need to integrate SSH in my proposals?

ü SSH experts are called by EC to contribute to framing the 
questions and issues to be tackled in Horizon 2020

ü Topics are 'flagged' for SSH by EC , i.e. they point to SSH 
research as integral part of the expertise needed to properly 
address the issue outlined in the topic

ü Proposals submitted for topics 'flagged' for SSH should 
contain meaningful, integrated contributions from SSH 
researchers  

ü Evaluation panels include SSH expertise: evaluators briefed on 
how to identify and evaluate SSH aspects 
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How can Net4Society help you?
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Net4Society - Website

Net4Society is the international

network of National Contact Points

for the Societal Challenge 6 ("Europe

in a changing world: inclusive,

innovative and reflective societies")

in Horizon 2020.

Every year Net4Society issues 2

different version of the SSH

Opportunities aimed at supporting

researchers in the identification of

SSH-flagged topics
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SSH Opportunities document – LONG VERSION
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SSH Opportunities document – SHORT GUIDE
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SC7 Flagged topics still open in 2020

• SU-AI01-2020: Developing a research roadmap regarding Artificial Intelligence in support of 
Law Enforcement ; Main keywords: ethics, law

• SU-AI02-2020: Secure and resilient Artificial Intelligence technologies, tools and solutions in 
support of Law Enforcement and citizen protection, cybersecurity operations and prevention 
and protection against adversarial Artificial Intelligence; Main keywords: ethics, law, political 
science

• SU-AI03-2020: Human factors, and ethical, societal, legal and organisational aspects of using 
Artificial Intelligence in support of Law Enforcement; Main keywords: ethics, law, political 
science, gender studies, sociology

Call - Artificial Intelligence and security
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SC7 Flagged topics still open in 2020

• SU-DRS01-2018-2019-2020: Human factors, and social, societal, and organisational aspects for disaster-resilient
societies; Main keywords: finance, sociology, management, economics, political science, media studies

• SU-DRS02-2018-2019-2020: Technologies for first responders; Main keywords: sociology, law, ethics, gender
studies

• SU-FCT01-2018-2019-2020: Human factors, and social, societal, and organisational aspects to solve issues in
fighting against crime and terrorism; Main keywords: psychology, law, anthropology, sociology

• SU-FCT02-2018-2019-2020: Technologies to enhance the fight against crime and terrorism; Main keywords:
psychology, law, anthropology, sociology, ethics

• SU-FCT03-2018-2019-2020: Information and data stream management to fight against (cyber)crime and
terrorism; Main keywords: psychology, sociology, linguistics, ethics, law

• SU-BES01-2018-2019-2020: Human factors, and social, societal, and organisational aspects of border and external
security ; Main keywords: economics, sociology, law, demography, gender studies, ethics

Call - Security
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SC7 Flagged topics still open in 2020

• SU-DS02-2020: Intelligent security and privacy management ; Main keywords: ethics,
economics, political science, auditing, management, public and institutional administration,
law

• SU-DS03-2019-2020: Digital Security and privacy for citizens and Small and Medium
Enterprises and Micro Enterprises ; Main keywords: ethics, law

• SU-DS04-2018-2020: Cybersecurity in the Electrical Power and Energy System (EPES): an
armour against cyber and privacy attacks and data breaches ; Main keywords: ethics, law

Call – Digital Security


