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The Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability

The Zero-Pollution Action Plan for air, water and soil 

The Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability will be 
proposed by 2020. 
• step up action to better protect vulnerable groups, to address the combined 

effects of chemicals and risk posed by endocrine disruptors. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-
Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-

The Zero-Pollution Action Plan for air, water and soil 
will be adopted in 2021. 
• air and water policies - for both areas the main challenge remains 

implementation, however policy improvements can still be made. 

• measures to address new sources of water pollution such as chemicals and 
micro-plastics. 

• align the air standards with the World Health Organization recommendations, 
strengthen monitoring and help further local authorities to achieve cleaner air.

• https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588580774040&uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0640

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588580774040&uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0640


LC-GD-8-1-2020: Innovative, systemic zero-pollution solutions to 
protect health, environment and natural resources from persistent 
and mobile chemicals 

Expected impact:

• Better understanding of emerging and a 
persistent pollution problem of human and 
environmental health relevance 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/

• Support the aims of the new Circular Economy Action Plan calling for methodologies to minimize the 
presence of substances that pose problems to health or the environment  in recycled materials

• Solutions for better (bio)remediation and detection technologies, including real time monitoring approaches

• Improved risk assessment to facilitate optimal risk management

• Harmonization of hazard and exposure data and databases

• Data of regulatory relevance accessible to policy makers and for risk communication

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/
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LC-GD-8-2-2020: Fostering regulatory science to address 
combined exposures to industrial chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals: from science to evidence-based policies



Expected impact:

• Scientific evidence to enable prevention and/or mitigation of co-exposure to 
pharmaceuticals and industrial chemicals in the environment and the technosphere. 

• Support the implementation of existing risk assessment and risk management approaches 
to reduce the most critical exposures, including the setting of limit values for exposures 
taking into account co-exposures..

• Support the assessment of new regulatory approaches such as, e.g. Mixture Assessment 
Factors

• Support activities on combined exposures as relevant for the Strategic Approach to 
Pharmaceuticals in the Environment and as to be defined in the forthcoming Chemical 
Strategy for Sustainability 

LC-GD-8-2-2020: Fostering regulatory science to address 
combined exposures to industrial chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals: from science to evidence-based policies



Support activities relevant for:

• Chemical strategy for sustainability

• European Union Strategic Approach to 
Pharmaceuticals in the Environment

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/pharmaceuticals-environment-2019-mar-11_en


Call: SFS-12-2014 - Assessing the health risks of combined human exposure to multiple food-related 
toxic substances 

• EuroMix

Partnerships

• H2020: European Human Biomonitoring Initiative (HBM4EU)

 + Ecotoxicology

• HEU: European Partnership for Chemicals Risk Assessment (PARC)

➔ Norwegian participation: Public Health Institute!

Important projects and partnerships

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/633172
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/733032
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme/european-partnerships-horizon-europe/candidates-european-partnerships-health_en
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