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Thematic focus: 
In the 21st century, disasters and human-made crises, including conflict, have become more complex, 

protracted, and increasingly linked to global challenges, such as climate change, environmental 

degradation, displacement, and more recently, global health pandemics. The COVID-19 pandemic 

effect has demonstrated the centrality of the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda in addressing 

increased violence threats and including women through the security/gender equality nexus. 

Conflict, crisis and fragility hamper progress towards sustainable peace and security and to achieving 

the SDGs. The WPS agenda focuses on the links between gender inequality and conflict, how they are 

mutually reinforcing, and emphasises the need to understand gender inequality as a root cause and 

driver of conflict and fragility. Inequalities coupled with exclusion of women from power, 

opportunities, services and security create a fertile ground for conflict and gender-based violence, 

especially when linked to weak state capacity or legitimacy.  

Women are often victims in these situations but not always; they play multiple and diverse roles as 

leaders, combatants, peacebuilders, mediators, politicians, business-women and activists. The 

number of women involved in peace processes remains low, despite global, regional and national 

commitments  and many peace agreements do not even include gender provisions that adequately 

address women’s needs. Increasing the participation of women in all matters related to peace and 

security is a priority for the EU.  

The EU’s policy framework on WPS is robust, including the Council Conclusions and Strategic 

Approach to WPS (2018) and it’s Action Plan, and is now being integrated into GAP III and becomes 

part of the broader EU approach to Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment. The panel will 

discuss the inclusion of WPS into the GAPIII and share views on actions requiring specific priority, 

globally, regionally and locally including among the EU member states. The panel aims at encouraging 

a multi-stakeholder discussion, focussing on the key opportunities as well as challenges for the 

effective implementation of the EU policy framework on WPS.   
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