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Thematic focus: 
Climate change represents one of the most complex challenges of our time – it requires a concerted, 

proactive and holistic response. Women are the most affected by poor energy access, environmental 

degradation, and disasters, leading to increased injustice and accentuating the gender divide. The Green 

transition, whether in our food systems, pollution control or energy access, should therefore help address 

and close these gaps. Furthermore, women and young girls play an increasing role as advocates for 

sustainable natural resource management, as well as fighting climate change. Their full participation and 

a commitment to inclusive transformative action and sustainable ecosystems management is needed to 

achieve sustainable development for all. 

However, restricted land rights, lack of access to financial resources, training and technology, and limited 

access to political decision-making spheres often prevent them from playing a full role in tackling climate 

change and other environmental challenges. 

Unleashing the knowledge and capability of women represents an important opportunity to develop 

effective climate and environment change solutions for the benefit of all.  

 

The panel aims at encouraging a multi-stakeholder discussion, providing insights into the main challenges, 

opportunities and ways to promoting girls’ and women’s participation and leadership, in order to 

contribute to gender-responsive strategies to climate mitigation and adaptation, disaster risk reduction, 

and the inclusive and sustainable management of natural resources, as well as to reinforcing synergies 

between the social and environmental pillars of sustainable development. It will discuss how to overcome 

the barriers to women participation in the green economy and in related governance processes, as well 

as allow for an exchange on the contribution of GAP III and the Generation Equality Forum and the Action 

Coalition “Economic Justice and Rights” (AC EJR) in this context. 

 

 

Panelists: 
Hindou OUMAROU IBRAHIM, Association of Peul Women and Autochthonous Peoples of Chad (AFPAT)   

Lesha WITMER, Women for Water Partnership   

Rose MWEBAZA, Director of the Climate Technology Centre & Network, UNIDO   

Sarah TOUMI, Expert in Social Innovation and Agroecology   

Moderated by: Stefano SIGNORE, Head of Unit DEVCO.C.6 Sustainable Energy, Climate Change, European 

Commission, Directorate for International Development and Cooperation  


