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Thematic focus and questions for discussion: 
Gender-based violence against women and girls constitutes one of the most widespread and under-

reported forms of human rights violations. Rooted in harmful social norms and stereotypes across 

cultures and social classes, gender-based violence affects all communities at tremendous cost for victims, 

their families, societies and economies. Humanitarian crises, conflict, disasters and pandemics like COVID 

19, exacerbate the risks of sexual- and gender-based violence, which must be prevented and addressed 

from the very onset.  

Reviews of global best practice indicate that causes of gender-based violence against women and girls are 

complex and multi-sectoral approaches are required that involve a range of stakeholders. This requires 

strong partnerships and coordination between government agencies, civil society organisations (CSOs), 

service providers and development partner programs, supported by improved policies and legislation.  

Global evidence also shows that both prevention of and response to gender-based violence requires 

challenging gender inequalities and power imbalances, increasing awareness, and addressing 

discriminatory social norms through gender transformative and rights-based approaches. 

The panel aims at encouraging a multi-stakeholder discussion, providing insights in terms of challenges 

and innovative approaches to fight against gender based violence and at discussing gender based 

violence as a key area of GAP III. 

In addition, the panel aims at highlight why attaining SDG 5 is dependent on addressing -through a 

comprehensive and transformative approach- the root causes of violence against women and girls and 

the multiple and evolving forms of violence. Examples from the EU-UN Spotlight Initiative comprehensive 

and transformative approach will be provided.  

The panel will equally provide insights into and encourage engagement in the work of the Generation 

Equality Forum and its Action Coalition on Gender Based Violence.   

 

Panelists: 
Henriette Geiger Director DEVCO B People and Peace, European Commission 

Nahla Valji Senior Gender Advisor to the UN Secretary-General 
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Ana Inés Álvarez, Avon Foundation Executive Director, Member of the Spotlight Initiative National Civil 
Society Reference Group in Argentina,  

Nicolette Naylor, Regional Director Southern Africa Ford Foundation 


