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Thematic focus: 
Harmful gender norms and stereotypes prevent access to family planning, either through legal barriers 
or community pressure, harassment and abuse, while a backlash against gender equality is threatening 
hard-won progress and existing laws. The COVID-19 crisis has further compromised essential healthcare 
services for women, leading to an increase in maternal deaths and unintended pregnancies. School 
closures have increased the risk of domestic violence, sexual exploitation, early pregnancy and child 
marriages.  
Sustained funding of universal health coverage, including SRHR services, and a comprehensive approach 
in promoting SRHR are more important than ever. 

The panel aims at encouraging a multi-stakeholder discussion, providing insights into the main challenges 

to universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, in particular with regard to the COVID-19 

crises.  

It will reflect upon the main aspects of a transformative approach to the promotion of sexual 

reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and present the main areas of action put forward in the EU gender 

action plan.  

Panellist will further focus on the key role of global partnerships in the elimination of harmful practices 

such as female genital mutilation, child marriages and gender-biased sex selection. The panel will 

underline the need for a collaborative approach with a variety of stakeholders, including women’s rights 

and youth organisations, and discuss the contribution of GAP III and the Generation Equality Forum and 

the Action Coalition “Bodily autonomy and sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)” in this 

context. 

 

Panelists: 
Lorence KABASELE BIRUNGI, President of AfriYAN Eastern and Southern Africa (African Youth and 

Adolescent Network), President of UNFPA DRC Youth Advisory Panel, Executive Director of Young Peoples 

Network on End Child Marriage and Teenage pregnancy in DRC  

Yordanos T. WOLDE, Programme coordinator, Talent Youth Association  

Dr Matilda KAKUNGU SIPUNGWE, Director Public Health, Ministry of Health, Zambia (tbc) 

N.N., Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Denmark (Generation Equality Action Coalition co-leader)  

Moderated by:  

Professor Nana Poku, Executive Director (HEARD); Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal  


