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IMPROVING FOOD TOGETHER

A guide to EIT Food
As Europe’s leading food initiative,
we are working to make the food system
more sustainable, healthy and trusted

Iceland

EIT Food Central
Freising, Germany
EIT Food North-West
Reading, UK

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to create a world where everybody can access and
enjoy sustainable, safe and healthy food, with trust and fairness
from farm to fork.
OUR ROLE
Our role is to bring all players together and guide and accelerate
the innovation process that will transform the food system.

EIT Food West & HQ
Leuven, Belgium

OUR STRENGTH
Our strength comes from partners, which represent over 85 of
Europe’s leading agrifood companies, research institutes and
universities.
The network also includes the RisingFoodStars Association, bringing
together Europe’s best agrifood startups and scaleups.
We are headquartered in Leuven and have regional offices in
Warsaw, Freising, Reading, Leuven, Bilbao and Madrid.

EIT Food South
Madrid/Bilbao, Spain
EIT Food North-East
Warsaw, Poland

Georgia and
Armenia
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Food system challenge
At EIT Food we aim to overcome these challenges by bringing all players together
and guiding and accelerating the innovation process to transform the food system
SOCIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

ENTREPRENEURIAL

We need to feed 10 billion
people by 2050 (UN, 2017)

1/3 of our food is wasted
globally (FAO, 2019)

Only 3.4% of all EU startups
are in the food industry (ESM, 2016)

Over to 2 billion people are
currently overweight (WHO,
2018), while 800 million are
undernourished (FAO, 2019)

70% of global freshwater
withdrawals come from the
food industry (FAO, 2016)

9 out of 10 startups fail due to
lack of a market need for their
products (Munich Business School, 2016)

Food production accounts
for 26% of greenhouse
gas emissions (Science, 2018)

Meeting the UN SDGs could
create innovation opportunities
worth US$200 billion for the
European business sector in
agrifood by 2030 (BSDC, 2016)

Up to 35% of children under
5 globally are stunted,
wasted or overweight
(UNICEF, 2019)
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EIT Food vision

Our vision is a world where
everybody can access and
enjoy sustainable, safe and
healthy food, with trust and
fairness from farm to fork.
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What’s OUR FOCUS?
We will transform the food system by achieving our 6 Strategic Objectives:

Overcome low
consumer trust

Build a consumer-centric
connected food system

creating a smart food system
that is inclusive and reassuring
for everyone

Educate to engage,
innovate and advance

developing a digital food supply
network with consumers and industry
as equal partners

providing ‘food system’ skills for students,
entrepreneurs and professionals through
advanced training programmes

Create consumer-valued
food for healthier nutrition

Enhance sustainability
through resource stewardship

Catalyse food entrepreneurship
and innovation

enabling individuals to make informed
and affordable personal nutrition
choices

developing solutions that create a
circular bio-economy

fostering innovation at all stages
of business creation
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Our community
Our community is unique because it brings together key players from across the food value
chain including industry partners, startups, research centres and universities
RESEARCH CENTRES
AND UNIVERSITIES

STARTUPS

1 BRILLIANT COMMUNITY!

INDUSTRY
PARTNERS

IMPROVING FOOD TOGETHER

Our activities
EDUCATION

INNOVATION

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Attracting, developing and
empowering talent to lead
the transformation of the
food system

Fostering collaboration across
the entire food system to
develop innovative
technologies, products and
services

Supporting innovative impactful
entrepreneurs and startups to
deliver new food innovations
and businesses across Europe

Engaging with people so they
become change agents of the
food system

EXAMPLES

EXAMPLES

EXAMPLES

EXAMPLES

Global Food Focus on
Venture
Farmers
Programme

Food for
Thought

SeaCH4nge

From Waste Digital Twin
to Farm
Management

FeJuice

Delicious
Data

Redefine
Meat

Annual Food Food
Unfolded®
Agenda

Future of
Food

EIT FOOD PORTFOLIO: INNOVATION

FROM WASTE TO FARM:
Insect larvae as tool for welfare
improvement in poultry

The aim of this project is to test the effects of
innovative ingredients (insect larvae) in
poultry feeding to allow sustainable
production, to improve animal welfare and to
potentially meet the consumer demand for
healthier, more natural and better tasting
products.

EIT Food Innovation Projects
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EIT FOOD PORTFOLIO: EDUCATION

Regenerative Agriculture
Regenerative agriculture offers one of the greatest
opportunities to help Europe address human and
climate health, along with the financial well-being of
farmers.
The Regenerative Agriculture Revolution is a series of
activities whose overall aim is to help farmers and
agrifood businesses adopt more regenerative farming
practices and raise public awareness about the
important

Supporting farmers to transition to regenerative agriculture
EIT Food offers innovative farmers in Southern and Eastern
Europe a comprehensive training program that helps them
learn about and then apply the principles of regenerative
agriculture on their farms.
Check out the details of the programme HERE
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EIT FOOD PORTFOLIO: EDUCATION

GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE ACADEMY
The executive-level training for public sector or
government employees, including regional and central
government officials as well as professionals working in
state agencies, regulatory bodies, public universities or
public research institutes from Southern and Eastern
European countries, deepening their knowledge of agrifood innovations and sectoral regulation, and helping
address societal challenges across Europe through
mission-based policies
and #SmartSpecializationStrategies.

📆 15, 16 and 22 June 2021 online with subsequent
mentored teamwork and final session in OctoberNovember 2021.
👉Apply to the ACADEMY: https://lnkd.in/ebWr8DA
12

EIT FOOD PORTFOLIO: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

TRUST REPORT

In January 2021, EIT Food launched the first Trust
Report. The report features the latest 2020 data from the
EIT Food TrustTracker® which surveyed 19,800
consumers from 18 European countries to measure their
trust in the food system and confidence in food products
since the first survey in 2018. The report shows
that consumer trust in all parts of the food sector has
increased with overall increases of between 3% and 8%,
but reiterates that there is still more to be done.

To learn more about the findings,
download the EIT Food Trust Report.
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EIT FOOD ENTREPRENEURSHIP

TEST FARMS

Test Farms links agricultural startups with farmers and
testing-land.
Through enabling these links EIT Food wants to help
innovative agritech ideas to validate and test their products
and services, showcase their business to customers and
investors and finally support the technological
transformation in European agriculture.

Get matched with a farmer and test your
solution on the field! Check the details of the
programme HERE
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Learn more about business creation
programmes and possibilities
for startups HERE

EIT FOOD REGIONAL INNOVATION SCHEME (RIS)

EIT FOOD FORESIGHT ANALYSYS
Future-proof or future ready? How will the coronavirus
transform the agrifood sector in CEE?
1 Central Eastern Europe Report and 12 Country
reports in local languages on the impact of the
pandemic on agrifood sector and future after
COVID19

Showcasing future scenarios for the agrifood
sector in 12 CEE countries: Poland, Slovakia, Czech
Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia,
Croatia, Romania, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Serbia.

Download the Foresight on
the impact of COVID-19

LET’S CREATE

THE FUTURE OF FOOD
TOGETHER!

Become part
of our community

CONTACT DETAILS

info@eitfood.eu

Share
your ideas

Help us transform
the food sector

