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Clinical trials beyond common CROs



Global challenge – vascular health
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RESEARCH ON VASCULAR AGEING AND STROKE
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OUR MISSION
is to conduct top quality life science research and to translate scientific findings 

into new products, processes and services 

OUR VISION
is to extend the healthy lifespan in the

ageing community by promoting vascular
health



broad access to
patients and cohorts

Ta

Clinical Trials – for academia and industry
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VASCage manages and supports the
conduct of national and international 

clincial trials



Austrian Clinical Trial Platform for Stroke
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Background
• Austria – excellent healthcare system with dense Stroke

Unit network
• Small country – small number of potential study subjects
• Regulations for clinical trials are complex

ACT stroke
• Establish research network spanning across Austrian 

Stroke Units.
• Support infrastructure for clinical research.
• Provide tools for clinical research.

15 Centers



On the way to neuroprotection in stroke

5

Efficacy in animal models

Marketing approval

 2014

Production of IP (GMP)

MoA

Safety and toxicology

Phase I: First in human

Phase II a/b: Safety and efficacy

Phase III: Efficacy

 2020

 2020

 2020

PROJECT DESIGN

WP3: Phase I trial
(healthy participants)

WP5: Phase II study
(stroke patients)

WP2.1: Pre-clinical study
(in vitro potency assays)

WP2.2: Pre-clinical study
(in vivo; GLP)

Preparations (Human Stroke)

WP1: Rat model
N=14 (stroke)

WP4: Observational study
(stroke)
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The COMET-Centre VASCage is funded within the COMET Programme

- Competence Centres for Excellent Technologies by

• Austrian Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, 
Mobility, Innovation and Technology

• Austrian Ministry for Digital and Economic Affairs

and the federal states

• Tyrol

• Salzburg

• Vienna

The COMET Programme is conducted by the Austrian Research

Promotion Agency (FFG).

Katharina Kruszewski, PhD
Project and Quality Manager

katharina.kruszewski@vascage.at
studien@vascage.at
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