
Are you doing or supporting

SEEDBED INCUBATOR
research that has commercial 
potential in the agrifood space?

Do you have an innovative idea that 
could revolutionise the food system?

Then Seedbed Incubator 2021 is 
the place for you!

EIT Food is on a mission to transform Europe’s food system – making it better for people 
and the planet. Working with entrepreneurs, innovators and the wider community, EIT Food 
is changing the way we produce, process, distribute and consume food.

The EIT Food Seedbed Incubator is a 6-month programme that aims to transform research 
discoveries into market-validated business propositions.

In 2021, we are looking to support 40 teams of science entrepreneurs who are developing 
innovative solutions that have the potential to solve food system challenges in these areas:

• Sustainable Agriculture
• Sustainable Aquaculture
• Alternative Proteins
• Digital Traceability
• Circular Food Systems
• Targeted Nutrition

Applications are open until 10th April 2021 – apply here.  

https://eitfood.secure.force.com/LExpressionofInterest/


SEEDBED INCUBATOR: HOW WE WORK

The programme is delivered by EIT Food 
Partners in multiple geographical regions. 
Selected entrepreneurs will be allocated to a 
Seedbed Incubator location (Hub) based on 
their geography.  Teams from Belgium, France 
and Switzerland will be allocated to a Hub 
location based on their preference and 
availability. 

All Seedbed Incubator Hubs provide participants 
with the key tools to get out and test ideas 
directly with 100+ potential customers and end-
users. 

High-potential projects will be considered for 
follow-on pre-seed investment to launch a new 
venture and de-risk the technology.
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BENEFITS FOR 
PARTICIPANTS

World class training on 
developing market testing 
strategies to validate your 
key business assumptions.

Funding of €6,000 to 
deploy your market tests 
and learn from 100+ 
potential partners, end-
users or customers.

Storytelling and pitch 
training.

One-to-one coaching from 
leading experts and 
experienced entrepreneurs 
in the agrifood sector.

Explore technology 
and IP positioning 
strategies.

Exposure to investors, 
potential commercial 
partners and media.

Successful Seedbed 
Alumni will have 
access to EIT Food’s 
follow-on funding 
schemes.

The Seedbed Incubator gives participants the 
tools to establish whether there is a market 
need for their innovation within the agrifood
sector and what the commercial potential 
might be.

Invitations to regional 
and Pan-European EIT 
Food networking 
events
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BENEFITS FOR UNIVERSITIES 
AND RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS 

• Funding and Industry connections 
to establish proof-of-market

• World-class business coaching 
• Tech and IP landscaping.

DE-RISK EARLY 
STAGE INNOVATIONS THROUG

H:
• Follow-on investing directly 

with the University to launch a new 
venture

• Supporting team formation.

• Providing access to bespoke 
business and technical support.

FACILITATE THE LAUNCH 
OF NEW VENTURES

• Investing in the venture to establish 
pilots.

• Access to our investor network.

• Connection with corporate partners.

• Increased visibility through media 
exposure.

GET NEW VENTURES 
INVESTMENT AND PILOT-

READY
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ENTRY CRITERIA – SCIENCE ENTREPRENEURS

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

At least one of the 
founders must be a 
citizen or resident of an 
EU member state or 
associated countries.

1

Business propositions 
must be underpinned 
by scientific or 
technological 
innovations with 
proof of concept 
established

4

If the IP belongs to the 
Organization, the TTO
must support the 
application and be 
involved for some 
aspects of the 
programme

3

We recommend at least 
two members of your 
team be available to 
participate in the 
programme. 

2

The innovation must address one of the following key 
areas:

1. Alternative Proteins

2. Sustainable Agriculture

3. Targeted Nutrition

5

4. Sustainable
Aquaculture

5. Digital Traceability

6. Circular Food Systems
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HOW TO APPLY

Register your interest 
now at 
www.businesscreation
.eitfood.eu 

1

Top 50 applicants are 
invited to a 4-day 
Bootcamp in June 
2021.

4

Applications are 
assessed against the 
following criteria: 

Eligibility, Motivation, 
Problem definition, 
Solution fit, 
Technology readiness 
and USP, Potential 
business model, 
Team.

3

Applications open 14th

Feb 2021. Once you 
have registered, you will 
automatically receive a 
link to apply. 
Applications close on 
10th April 2021.

2

The 40 new Seedbed 
programme members 
will be confirmed end 
of June 2021.

5
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http://www.businesscreation.eitfood.eu/


WATCH VIDEO

ENTREPRENEURIAL SCIENTISTS: FEJUICE (SPIN-OUT UNIVERSITY NOVI SAD)

FeJuice is a ‘functional food’ startup 
creating juices, smoothies and ice 
creams that are formulated based on 
a unique algorithm supported by 
scientific research.

The product are designed to increase 
iron levels in the blood, helping those 
with anaemia - including women at 
reproductive age, pregnant women and 
vegans.

“Within Seedbed, our main task 
was our customer discovery 
journey to actually know what 
our customer wants. 
Seedbed helped us a lot in that 
journey, giving us first-hand 
experience, great knowledge 
and mentors as well as the funds 
to travel around Europe and 
speak with our customers to 
present our idea and ask for 
their feedback. It was really a 
precious experience.”

www.fejuice.eu | @FeJuice

Marija Lesjak, FeJuice
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LINK

https://eitfoodivzw.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/BusinessCreationCommunicationToolKit/EV_svLtbyUNBqhkSdVDn2P8BOu-jJzUZA0YLgeyWlCVsPQ?e=chLf4o


WATCH VIDEOLINK

ENTREPRENEURIAL SCIENTIST: CROVER (STARTUP UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH)

Having created the first grain monitoring 
robotic solution that can 'swim' through 
bulk solids, Crover aims to give grain 
operators the means to verify the 
condition of their grains while still in 
storage.

Crover’s goal is to empower farmers to 
maintain the quality of their stock during 
storage, allowing the agricultural 
industry to reduce post-harvest losses of 
cereal grains.

“We came into the EIT Food 
network when we had our initial 
idea and a very rough business 
preposition. The Seedbed 
programme allowed us to 
refine that preposition and talk 
to our market as much as 
possible. For startups in the 
agrifood and food tech sectors, 
the EIT Food Seedbed 
programme is the best in 
Europe because of their clear 
focus areas."

www.crover.tech | @Crover_Tech

Lorenzo Conti, Crover
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https://eitfoodivzw.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/BusinessCreationCommunicationToolKit/EUXjOxtsN95KkzuvELMPW6gBPx9HxUzQvhsoOyJBhU_yog?e=mIK20V


If you want to learn more about 
the programme and benefits of 
participation, please get in 
touch with Lukxmi Balathasan, 
Business Creation Manager for 
the Seeded Incubator:

lukxmi.balathasan@eitfood.eu

GET IN TOUCH

www.eitfood.eu/entrepreneurship

Twitter: @EITFood

LinkedIn: EIT Food

Facebook: EIT Food
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