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Adaptive governance in a post-pandemic world

For governments to effectively address complex public policy 
challenges they need to do more than implement pre-

determined plans: they need to be able to work adaptively. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has provided a stark illustration.

We propose a comparative research project to explore how 
governments implemented more and less effective adaptive 
policy-making during the pandemic, and the implications for 

enhancing state capacity to deal with future crises.

Previous work: 

Adaptive leadership in the coronavirus response

Enabling adaptation in public bureaucracies

Relevant calls: Politics and governance in a post-pandemic 
world 

https://odi.org/en/publications/adaptive-leadership-in-the-coronavirus-response-bridging-science-policy-and-practice/
https://odi.org/en/publications/adaptive-bureaucracies-enabling-adaptation-in-public-bureaucracies/
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Towards smarter democracy support

The effectiveness of standard approaches to democracy support has 
remained limited because they tend to view the nature of the 

challenge as a technical one, without grappling with the underlying 
power and politics at play.

ODI can bring to bear our expertise on ‘thinking and working politically’
to explore how democracy support in the EU neighbourhood can be 

reconceptualised to get greater traction and relevance on the 
ground. Our research will investigate the linkages between inclusion as 
process and outcome, ask how democracy can deliver on the needs 

and priorities of these countries’ populations, and deepen 
understanding of where pressures for democratic reform can inform 

more effective international development efforts to foster democracy.

Previous work:

Renewing representation: the role of international assistance in supporting 
democratic revitalisation

Promoting inclusive governance more effectively

Relevant calls: Democratic politics in the EU’s neighbourhood

https://twpcommunity.org/about-us/what-is-twp
https://odi.org/en/publications/renewing-representation-the-role-of-international-assistance-in-supporting-democratic-revitalisation/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1542316619835121
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Contact us!

ODI is a leading global affairs think tank based in the UK with a 
60-year track record on research, convening and influencing. 

We work to generate evidence and ideas that can help to 

better understand how change happens and why, and how 

we can use that more nuanced understanding to foster more 

accountable, inclusive, effective and resilient states and 

societies. 

Contacts:

Tim Kelsall, t.Kelsall@odi.org.uk

Alina Rocha Menocal, a.rochamenocal@odi.org.uk

Sam Sharp, s.sharp@odi.org.uk



Thanks a lot for your

attention.
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