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Vienna…

… is Capital City and Austrian Province.

Inhabitants: 1.9 Mio. 
Area: 415 km²
Inhabitant/km²: 4 550 

Households: 904 000
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For residual waste, Vienna opts on 
waste-to-energy – but that is just one
piece of the puzzle



The Viennese Model of Waste Management

The City of Vienna is responsible for the 

entire chain of municipal waste management: 

planning - collection - treatment - disposal



Vienna: The entire waste disposal chain
in the hand of the city - e.g. residual waste
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Development of municipal solid waste in 

Vienna
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Municipal Waste Management:
Approach of the City of Vienna Fostering waste prevention and reuse

Separated Collection

• Recyclables separate from residual 

waste

• Focus on high quality for recycling 

material

Waste Incineration of all residual waste

• Energy recovery for district heating

No municipal waste goes directly to 

landfill

Best environmental technology



48er-Tandler

The so-called „Tandler Boxes“ are found

at all seperate collection centres.  



Vienna‘s Re-Use Shop: 48er-Tandler
Goods that can be reused are not treated as trash in the City of Vienna. 
At the collections centres, citizens have the possibility to donate old
clothes, furniture, toys, electronics and whatever you can thing of in order
to prolong the product life span. These can be resold for good prices.  



Seperate collection is Step 1 in recycling

220.000 bins for recyclables

230.000 bins for residual waste



13 Seperate Collection Centres

Waste fractions

Coloured glass

Clear glass

Used tires

Asbestos cement

Construction waste

Screens

Small electrical appliances

Large electrical appliances

Contaminated WEEE

Wood

Cardboard

Paper

Plastic bottles

Plastic foils

Scrap metals

Metal packaging

Bulky waste 

Refrigerators

Styrofoam

Large garden cuttings

Tree roots

Hazardous waste 

(medicines, Batteries,

paints, …)

Cooking oil



Composting Plant Lobau
Since 1991, the composting plant of the City of Vienna turns 100.000 tons of garden waste into 40.000 
tons of A+ compost every year. The main share of the collected material comes from households in less
densely populated areas of the city. The compost replaces mineral fertilizers which contributes to
climate protection. 



Biogasplant 
Kitchen waste is treated in the biogas plant and the collected gas is fed into the gas network of the city. Therefore, 
the remaining energy of kitchen waste is used in the be st possible way. This way,      about 1.400.000 m3 Biogas is
produced per year. This equals 560 olympic swimming pools.



4 Waste Incineration Plants
In Vienna, all residual waste is treated in Waste to Energy Plants.  The energy provided by
WtEs is used both for district heating and district cooling as well as for electricity production. 
As a result, primary fuels can be replaced – an important climate protection measure. 

https://www.wku.at/en/Downloads/Movie



Treatment of Slags and Ashes
The end product of incineration are slags and ashes. Metals can be recovered from the
incineration residues and can be sold to the recycling industrsy. The remaining slags and
ashes are mixed with concrets and then build into the local landfill. These residues do not 
cause any emissions. 



Landfill Rautenweg
The entire residual waste of the city of Vienna remains within the city borders! 
The landfill Rautenweg is found in the 22nd district of Vienna at the same locations as the
former landfill – which is why collection of landfill gases is still performed. Today, the direct
deposit of waste is forbidden by the EU and in Vienna only incineration residues are brought
to the landfill. Nowadays, the landfill is an important habitat for different animals and plants.





Zero 

Waste?



MA 48 & Climate Protection– an Overview

Waste Management Interne Maßnahmen der 48er

• Waste Prevention • Photovaltaic system

• Seperate Collection & Recycling • Thermal Solar system

• District heating & cooling, WtE • Heat pumps

• Compost plant & biogas plant • Facade greening system

• Optimizing Collection routes • Electric vehicles



48er Head Office: the facade greening system

Over 8.000 plant grow on the facade of our central office building: An important
inhabitat for incets and bees. Also the plants procuce oxygen and fixate CO2. Every year, 
about 6 tons of CO2 are fixated. Besided that, the facade greenung functions as a 
natural air conditioning system. 





The waste management

sector needs to be seen!

The more transparent we

are, the more willing to

cooperate the citizens of

Vienna are!



Foreign relations
Citizens of the city of Vienna can visit the facilities of MA 48 for free. We offer guided tours at the landfill, in 

our composting plant as well as in the incineration plant. Besides that, a lot of national and international 

delegations are interested in looking behind the scenes of Vienna‘s waste management sector. 

In 2019 2.800 people visited our facilities. In total 90 international delegations came to visit us. 

We would be happy 

to welcome you one

day!



Thank you for your Attention!

Dr. Martina Ableidinger
Head of Public Relations & External Affairs

Waste Management, Street Cleaning and Vehicle

Fleet

1050 Wien, Einsiedlergasse  2

Tel. Nr.: 01-58817-48061

E-Mail: martina.ableidinger@wien.gv.at


