
 

BACKGROUND NOTE 

 

The 14th European Forum on the rights of the child will take place on 27-29 September 2022 

(afternoons only). The event will be held on-line, with an in-person participation of key 

speakers at the Borschette Conference Centre, Brussels. 

The Forum will be dedicated to “Bringing children to the centre: Empowering, protecting and 

including children”. As the first forum since the adoption of the EU Strategy on the rights of the 

child in March 2021, it will give the opportunity of monitoring and reporting on progress made 

under the EU Strategy, while exchanging on new developments and initiatives. A special focus 

will be given to child participation, children in armed conflicts including children fleeing the 

Russian’s war of aggression against Ukraine, prevention from violence, with a specific attention 

to launch the consultation on integrated child protection systems.  

We expect that, as in previous years, 250-300 participants, including children from all EU 

Member States as well as Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Switzerland, the Western Balkans, 

Ukraine and neighbouring countries, representing national and local authorities, civil society, 

international organisations, children’s ombudspersons, academia, practitioners and EU 

institutions will join us on-line, to discuss the EU Strategy on the rights of the child. 

Children will be present and active participants throughout the Forum and will be involved in 

preparing and leading specific sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 27 September – afternoon 1: 

Delivering on the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child & Child Participation 

The comprehensive EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child is a major policy initiatives put 

forward by the European Commission to better protect all children, to help them fulfil their 

rights and to place them right at the centre of EU policy making.  

 

13:30 – 13:45 Welcome and Introduction 

Moderator: Adrio Bacchetta  

• Keynote speech: Dubravka Šuica, Vice-President for Democracy and 

Demography, European Commission  

• Impulse statements by children (Eurochild)  

13:45 – 14:15 Launch of the Child Participation Platform participatory process 

Moderator: Adrio Bacchetta  

• Dubravka Šuica, Vice-President for Democracy and Demography, 

European Commission  

• David Lega, Member of the European Parliament, Co-Chair of the 

Intergroup on children’s rights  

• Perspective from children who participated in the Conference on the 

Future of Europe and from a national federation of student councils.  

 

The Conference on the future of Europe demonstrated how children are committed to shape 

the future of Europe. As stressed by the President Von der Leyen in her speech on the State of 

the Union, there is now a need to deliver on citizens’ engagement, as a feature of democratic 

life, and to respond to daily concerns.   

Children have the right to express their views on matters that concern them, and for these 

views to be duly taken into consideration. Children’s participation is a journey. Over the past 

two years, the Commission has made significant progress in this area.  

Child participation is at the centre of the EU strategy for the Rights of the Child. More than 

10.000 children gave their views to prepare it. Children will also be closely involved in the 

implementation and monitoring of the Strategy.  

The EU Children’s Participation Platform is one of the key elements of including children in 

democratic and political life of the EU, and a key deliverable of the strategy. The EU Children’s 



Participation Platform will give the opportunity to connect existing child participation 

mechanisms at local, national and EU level, and involve children in the decision-making 

processes at EU level.  

The platform will be established in partnership with the European Parliament and child rights’ 

organisations, to ensure children are better involved in decision-making. 

Vice President Šuica will officially launch the Child Participation Platform process, as a key 

deliverable of the EU Strategy. This will mark the beginning of the co-creation process together 

with the children and a participatory process with the whole children’s rights community, 

including international organisations. 

 

14:15 – 15:00  High-level session 1:  

Delivering together on the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child (I) 

Moderator: Adrio Bacchetta  

• Didier Reynders, Commissioner for Justice, European Commission  

• Zuzana Freitas Lopesová, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, 

Czech Republic 

• Marija Pejčinović Burić, Secretary General, Council of Europe  

• Milan Brglez, Member of the European Parliament, Vice-Chair of the 

Intergroup on children’s rights 

• Karin Hulshof, Deputy Executive Director for Partnerships, UNICEF  

 

The opening high-level session of the Forum will focus on achieving the key deliverables of the 

EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child, synergies & challenges ahead. In light of challenges 

affecting adversely children, the objective of the session will be to demonstrate synergies and 

commitment to uphold children’s rights, as a priority shared between EU institutions (Council, 

European Parliament, Commission), as well as the Council of Europe and the United-Nations. 

While stressing concrete achievements, the joint endeavour to implement the EU Strategy on 

the Rights of the Child, and synergies with other strategies and priorities at national and 

international levels, will be highlighted.  

 

15:15 – 15:45 High-level session 1:  

Delivering together on the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child (II) 

Moderator: Adrio Bacchetta  



• Benoît Van Keirsbilck, Member of the United Nations Committee on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC)  

• Jeroen Uytterschaut, Representative & Executive Director of World 

Vision EU, Co-chair of the Children’s Rights Action Group (CRAG)  

• Marie-Cécile Rouillon, Commission’s Coordinator for the Rights of the 

Child, Fundamental rights policy unit, DG JUST, European Commission  

The second half of the first high-level session will show the point of view of show the point of 

view of and synergies with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. It will point at key 

challenges and synergies with civil society organisations to address them and to implement the 

EU Strategy on the rights of the child. 

 

15:45 – 17:00 Parallel workshops sessions – Child Participation in practice 

Children participating & addressing Commission’s experts and stakeholders 

Workshop 1 – EU Children’s Participation platform  

Moderator: Marie-Cécile Rouillon, Commission’s Coordinator for the Rights of 

the Child, Fundamental rights policy unit, DG JUST, European Commission 

• Perspective from children who participated in the Conference on the 

future of Europe  

• Best practices example of child participation mechanisms at national level 

(Cyprus and Sweden) and at local level (Ireland) shared by children 

participating 

This workshop will be about the EU Children’s Participation platform that will be prepared with 

children, the European Parliament and organisations during the coming months. This workshop 

aims in particular to launch the co-creation process, starting with children sharing their views 

about various participation practices.  

The workshop will focus in particular on children sharing experience about their participation in 

different mechanisms. In particular, the speakers (children) will share different experiences 

about their involvement at EU level, national level the local levels. 

 

 

 

Workshop 2 – Child participation in EU initiatives  



Moderator: June Lowery-Kingston, Head of unit, Accessibility, Multilingualism 

and Safer Internet unit, DG CNECT, European Commission 

• Perspective of children who helped design the Guidelines on child-

friendly documents and child-friendly meetings  

• Perspective of a child who contributed to the consultation on the Better 

Internet for Kids+ strategy 

 

The workshop will focus in particular on children sharing experience about their consultation in 

the BIK+ strategy and creating the child friendly documents and child friendly guidelines, and on 

their recommendations.  

Workshop 3 – EU Youth action plan in EU external action 

Moderator: Agnieszka Skuratowicz, Head of unit, Youth, Education and Culture 

unit, DG INTPA, European Commission 

• DG INTPA 

• Joining Forces for Africa (JOFA) Project 

• Perspective from a child sharing experience on participation globally 

(World vision) 

This workshop will be an exchange between children and experts on operational challenges, 

examples of best practices and recommendations as regards child participation globally, with a 

specific focus on the added value of EU action in that context. It will also pave the way for the 

forthcoming EU Youth Action Plan in EU external action which will be published early October, 

which will include children from any age – notably those transitioning to adulthood.  

 

  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/connected/community/dgconnect/g3
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/connected/community/dgconnect/g3


Wednesday 28 September – afternoon 2: 

Children and armed conflicts, including children fleeing Ukraine and prevention 

and support from violence 
 

13:30 – 14:00 Opening remarks: children in armed conflicts globally  

Adrio Bacchetta, moderator  

• Testimony from a child from South Soudan (Save the children)  

• Virginia Gamba, United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary- 

General for Children and Armed Conflict 

• Janus Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, European 

Commission 

 

In response to the thousands of grave violations committed every year against children, the EU 

has made the prevention and protection from grave violations against children in armed 

conflict a priority, as recalled in the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child in 2021, and 

highlighted by EU Member States in their Conclusions on this EU Strategy on 9 June 2022.  

In this context, this high-level session would focus on identifying challenges, best practices and 

possible ways forward, stressing synergies between actions at global and EU levels. Preventing 

these violations, engaging with parties to conflict, ensuring child protection and child 

participation in peace negotiations, ensuring accountability for crimes committed and 

strengthening long-term recovery therefore remain crucial to peace and security for all, as well 

as access to quality education. 

 

14:00 – 15:00 High-level session 2: Supporting children fleeing Russia’s war of aggression 

against Ukraine (conversation) 

Adrio Bacchetta, moderator  

• Daria Herasymchuk, Adviser and Commissioner of the President of 

Ukraine for the Rights of Children (keynote speech) 

• Beate Gminder, Deputy Director-General steering the “Taskforce 

Migration Management”, DG HOME, European Commission 

• Pierre Reding, Premier Conseiller de Gouvernement et Chef de la 

Direction de l’Intégration, Luxembourg 

• Philippe Cori, Deputy Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia, 

UNICEF 



• Inger Ashing, Chief Executive Officer, Save the Children 

 

In light of the terrible impact on children’s rights, the objective of this high-level session will be 

to identify challenges in supporting children fleeing the Russian war of aggression against 

Ukraine on the EU territory.  The discussion will also identify good practices and ways forward, 

notably through the close cooperation at all levels, in close link with Ukrainian authorities. 

Among topics raised, access to education will be an important dimension, as well as child 

protection challenges, with a specific attention to unaccompanied, separated children and 

children with disability notably. 

 

15:15 – 16:30 Parallel workshop sessions: Mental health support & Preventing and protecting 

children from violence  

Workshop 1 – Children in armed conflict: protection and reintegration 

Moderator: Felix Rathje, Human rights policy officer, European External Action 

Service  

• Testimony from a child in armed conflict (Plan international)  (TBC) 

• Juan Sebastián Campo, Coordinator of projects, Benposta Nación de 

Muchach@s en el Mundo, Colombia 

 

The purpose workshop will be an exchange between experts on operational challenges, 

examples of best practices and recommendations as regards children in armed conflicts globally 

with a specific focus on preventing and protecting children from violence, and due 

consideration of their rights.  

 

Workshop 2 – An inclusive EU society: mental health support and the European Child 

Guarantee  

Moderator: Stefan Iszkowski, Policy officer, Social policies and child 

guarantee unit, DG EMPL, European Commission  

• Fatima Awil, Advocacy and policy officer, Mental Health Europe 

• Triinu Täht, Social affairs Ministry, Estonia  

• Perspective from a young person (SOS children villages) 



Socio-economic inclusion, health, and education are one of the six thematic areas of the EU 

Strategy on the Rights of the Child. In the endeavour to improve healthcare for all children, a 

special focus has been put on mental health. One of the instruments that can be used to 

support mental health of children, and – more widely, to facilitate their social integration – is 

the European Child Guarantee. The workshop aims to discuss the challenge of deteriorating 

mental health among children across the EU and to investigate possible solutions.  

 

Workshop 3 – Prevention of violence in the digital world  

Moderator: Antonio Labrador Jiménez, Team Leader for Fight Against Child 

Sexual Exploitation, Security in the digital age unit, DG HOME, European 

Commission 

• Caterina Molenari, Policy Officer, DG HOME, European Commission 

• Leanda Barrington-Leach, Director of International Advocacy and Head of 

European Affairs, 5rightsfoundation 

• Nina Vaaranen-Valkonen, Executive Director, Senior Specialist, Suojellaan 

Lapsia ry (Protect Children), Finland 

• Almudena Lara, Child safety senior manager, Google 

 

The workshop will examine prevention measures on child sexual abuse and exploitation as an 

example of violence against children online. The workshop will discuss the challenges on 

prevention on child sexual abuse and exploitation, including specifically on digital technologies 

inadvertently facilitating the distribution of child sexual abuse material and the grooming and 

extortion of children for sexual purposes as well as the solutions and best practices to prevent 

this form of violence. It will also be an opportunity to discuss how the recently adopted a 

legislative proposal for a Regulation laying down rules to prevent and combat child sexual 

abuse will help in prevention and protection to children, whose main focus in prevention. The 

discussion will also focus on cooperation and collaboration among different stakeholders, 

including in cross-border cases. 

 

17:00 – 17:30 Ways forward: Child participation to prevent violence   

[designed and presented by children (Eurochild)] 

Children involved in Eurochild Children’s Council will lead this session. They will share 

experiences and challenges addressing violence. They will also look at solutions for combating 

violence by involving children. 



 

 

Thursday 29 September – afternoon 3: 

Towards Integrated Child Protection Systems 

As a key deliverable of the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child, the Commission committed to 

present an initiative aimed at supporting the development and strengthening of integrated 

child protection systems, which will encourage all relevant authorities and services to better 

work together in a system that puts the child at the centre. The 3rd afternoon of the Forum will 

be a key consultation step to define what could be the content, scope and format of this 

initiative. It will contribute to identifying gaps at national and EU level that can be filled by EU 

action, as well as draw on the lessons learnt from existing EU co-funded projects, such as the 

Barnahus.   

 

13:30 – 14:00 Opening remarks  

Adrio Bacchetta, moderator 

• Najat Maalla M’jid, United Nations Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General on Violence against Children  

• Catharina Rinzema, Member of the European Parliament, Vice-Chair of 

the Intergroup on children’s rights  

• Charlotte Caubel, State Secretary to the Prime Minister, in charge of 

children, France 

 

As a key deliverable of the EU Strategy, the European Commission committed to presenting an 

initiative aimed at supporting the development and strengthening of integrated child 

protection systems, which will encourage all relevant authorities and services to better work 

together in a system that puts the child at the centre. This high-level session will launch a key 

consultation step to define what could be the content, scope and format of this initiative. It will 

demonstrate the synergies and joint endeavour to strengthen integrated child protection, 

bringing children to the centre, at global, EU and national levels. It will draw on the lessons 

learnt at UN, international and EU level, and will contribute to identifying gaps that can be filled 

by EU action.  

 

14:00 – 15:00  High-level session 3: Towards Integrated Child Protection systems 



Adrio Bacchetta, moderator 

• Theoni Koufonikolakou, past-Chair of the European Network of 

Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC), Deputy Ombudswoman for 

Children’s Rights, Greece 

• Olivia Lind Haldorsson, Head of the Children at Risk Unit, Council of Baltic 

Sea States Secretariat 

• Astrid Podsiadlowski, Head of social rights sector Unit, Equality, Roma 

and social rights unit, Fundamental Rights Agency  

• Ally Dunhill, Head of Advocacy, Eurochild,  Co-chair of the Children’s 

Rights Action Group (CRAG)  

This high-level session will share knowledge about the situation of violence against children and 

where children need integrated protection: what is the current situation and what are the 

challenges, as well as to share best practices on the topic. It will discuss how an integrated 

(holistic/systemic) approach towards child protection can be achieved, and identify where the 

EU can support in achieving integrated child protection systems, both at EU and national level. 

 

15:15 – 16:30 Parallel workshops 

Workshop 1: Towards integrated child protection systems - identification, reporting and 

referral in cases of violence against children  

Moderator: Marta Tarragona Fenosa, Legal Officer, Fundamental rights policy 

unit, DG JUST, European Commission 

• Ana Marija Spanic, Clinical psychologist, Zagreb Child and Youth 

Protection Center, Croatia 

• Foteini Papadatou, Psychologist, The Smile of the child, Greece  

• Annika Svensson, Community police officer, Uppsala, Sweden  

• Louise Holm, Social worker, Uppsala city council, Sweden 

The workshop will highlight the challenges, the sharing of good practices on identification, 

reporting and referral in cases of violence against children and ensuring integrated child 

protection and discuss possible EU action to achieve integrated child protection systems. The 

ultimate goal is to gather input for the future initiative on integrated child protection system.  

 

Workshop 2: Towards integrated child protection systems - protection and support to 

unaccompanied children: the role of guardians 



Moderator: Isabela Atanasiu, Policy Officer, Asylum unit, DG HOME, European 

Commission  

• Rebecca O’Donnell, Senior EU Policy Advisor, European Guardianship 

Network  

• Michael Nahrstedt, Guardian, Magdeburg Youth Welfare Office, 

Germany 

• Perspective of a former unaccompanied child (UNICEF)   

• Regína Jensdóttir, Head of the Children’s Rights Division, Council of 

Europe 

The workshops will explore what is the situation on the ground in relation to guardians and 

their role as (legal) representative for unaccompanied children as well as their interaction with 

other people/services/authorities, including children. It will also be an opportunity to discuss 

existing challenges and what can be improved. The ultimate goal is to gather input to improve 

guardianship systems across the EU and protect children, and to gather information for the 

future integrated child protection system initiative.  

 

Workshop 3: Protection and support to children through coordinated and cooperative 

procedures 

Moderator: Marie-Cécile Rouillon, Commission’s Coordinator for the Rights of 

the Child, Fundamental rights policy unit, DG JUST, European Commission 

• Carla Ferreira, Manager, APAV/CARE, Portugal 

• Lucía Losoviz Adani, Director General for the rights of the child and 

adolescents, Ministry of social rights and Agenda 2030, Spain 

• Vesselina Araptcheva, Federal Public Service Justice, Directorate-General 

Legislation and Fundamental Rights and Freedoms, International 

Cooperation in Civil Matters, Belgium  

The workshop will highlight the challenges, the sharing of good practices on protection and 

support children in cases of violence against children and child protection, ensuring an 

integrated child protection, in particular through cooperative and coordinated procedures. It 

will also be an opportunity to discuss possible EU action to achieve integrated child protection 

systems. The ultimate goal is to gather input for the future initiative on integrated child 

protection system.  

 

 



17:00 – 17:30 Bringing Children to the Centre: Delivering together, with and for children  

Adrio Bacchetta, moderator  

• Concluding remarks by children (Eurochild) 

• Concluding remarks by Ana Gallego, Director General, Directorate General for 

Justice and Consumers, European Commission  

In this concluding session of the Forum, children who will have participated at the Forum will 

share their impressions on conference and their ideas on how to improve the protection of 

children’s rights. On behalf of the European Commission, the Director General of Justice will 

take stock of the discussions, of the past achievement and will set the ground for future work to 

implement the EU Strategy on the rights of the child.  

 

 


