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Child Participation at the 14th European Forum on the Rights of the Child 

Essential background and safguarding information for all participants 

In 2020, the European Commission committed itself to involving more children in the Forum on the 

Rights of the Child and invited more than 60 children to take part in the 13th online edition. Building 

on that commitment and success, the Commission has once again invited children from across Europe 

to participate and contribute to the 14th edition. The safety and wellbeing of all participating children 

is our top priority and we therefore ask all participants, speakers and organisers to read through this 

document ahead of attending the Forum. In this document you will find: 

 useful background information on why the participation of children is a central aspect of this 

year’s Forum and how we have worked together with children and their supporting 

organisations to help them prepare to participate in all elements of the programme.   

 guiding principles and rules for all participants of the 2022 Forum on the rights of the child, 

who are expected to read and comply with them throughout their attendance at the Forum, 

whether in person or online.  

 essential safeguarding information including contact persons and reporting procedures in 

case of an incident or concern. 

We are sharing the following information both as a way to ensure all participants can participate in a 

meaningful, safe and enjoyable way and as a way to better inform participants of the processes 

involved in supporting children at an event such as the Forum. In doing so we hope to contribute to 

working towards expanding the scope of child participation across Europe. We also recognise that 

building up skills and capacity to involve children across our work is an ongoing process. We want to 

continue to learn and do better, and therefore are open for any comments and suggestions for future 

events, consultations and European Commission activities involving children.  

The Event  

The 2020 Forum on the rights of the child formed part of the consultation process that lead to the 

European Strategy on the Rights of the Child. Outcomes of the conversations and discussions at the 

Forum, together with the results of open public consultations and consultations with children, 

contributed to the final version of the Strategy, which was adopted in 2021. This year’s Forum will 

focus on the theme “Bringing children to the centre: empowering, protecting and including children”. 

Forum sessions will explore topics including child participation at the European level, child protection, 

and the impact of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine on children’s rights. This year’s Forum will also act as 

part of the ongoing monitoring and evaluation process of the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child.  

The 2022 Forum on the rights of the child will take place over three afternoons: 27, 28 and 29th 

September. It is a hybrid event, with most speakers joining from Brussels and participants interacting 

online via the platform b2match. Other platforms, such as Webex, Twilio and Sli.do will be also used 

during the event. The plenary sessions will be webstreamed and video recorded and the workshops 

will be video recorded. The team of European Commission staff (DG JUSTICE and DG SCIC) will be 

present in Brussels, as well as the technical team and representatives of the contractor (TIPIK).  The 

moderators, photographer and the person recording the event visually (Visuality) will also be present. 

Finally, Eurochild’s child participation team will be on site supporting young participants, both online 
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and in person. Speakers have been given the option of connecting on-line or participating in person in 

the meeting from Brussels.  

Child participation at this year’s forum  

Children will be speaking in many of the programme’s panel sessions and workshops and contributing 

their views, ideas and experiences throughout the three days. They are invited to participate in the 

14th Forum in accordance with their right to participate in matters that affect them, as stated in  article 

twelve of the United Nation Convention on the rights of the child1 and art 24 of the EU Charter of the 

Fundamental Rights2. Children were invited to participate in the Forum by the European Commission 

Coordinator for the rights of the child and several civil society organisations (“supporting 

organisations”) have worked to make it possible. The organisations, through their established child 

participation mechanisms, proposed young participants and speakers to participate in the Forum. Each 

of these organisations upholds child protection standards and each one has nominated a trusted adult, 

who will accompany participating children, whether online or in person, and support them in getting 

the most out of the Forum in a safe, meaningful and positive way.  

To ensure all young people feel informed and prepared to participatie in the Forum, a number of 

preparatory steps have already been and will be taken. Information and preparatory sessions for all 

children are being organised with child participation staff, moderators, contractors, and the technical 

team. In cooperation with the many organisations supporting child participation in the Forum, children 

are being informed of what the Forum is about, what they can expect and what is expected from them. 

Children are also being supported to identify what areas of the programme they are interested in 

participating in, as well as their priorities for discussion. For those joining panels or giving speeches 

during the three days, children are being supported in identifying what they would like to talk about 

and in developing their speeches, interventions and contributions. In parallel with all preparations, 

high safeguarding standards are being adhered to including child protection trainings for organising 

staff and the collection of informed consent from all young participants. Children will also be 

encouraged to provide feedback after the Forum on the organisation of the event as well as ways to 

improve child participation for future events. 

 

  

                                                           
1 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx 
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN
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Guiding principles for adult participants of the 14th European Forum on the Rights 

of the Child 

Children are experts in their own lives and on the issues that concern them and they are ready to share 

their ideas with us. Adults need to be ready to actively listen to them and take them on board.  

At the same time, children’s safety is of utmost importance. All staff and adult participants attending 

the Forum need to remember that they are in a position of trust and they must understand and adhere 

to a “do no harm” principle. We all make this event happen and we are all responsible for treating each 

other with respect.  

The participants of the Forum are expected to embrace a child rights based approach3 and make sure 
that the best interests of the child are their prime consideration in their interventions and behaviour 
during the event.  

We therefore expect adult participants of the 14th Forum on the Rights of the Child to:  

 Read this document before the event and comply with its guidelines. 

 Give space for children and young people to express their views freely in various forms 

(written, spoken, drawn, etc.). 

 Respect that children participate in the Forum on a voluntary basis. They are not obliged to 

respond to questions or to give comments.  

 Use the same tone of voice as you use when addressing an adult speaker, adjust the 

complexity of your language if needed.  

 Recognise that speaking in front of a big audiences whether in person or online, can be difficult 

for all, and maybe even more so for children. Be supportive and appreciative when 

commenting and/or asking questions.  

 Appreciate that all participants are expressing their own views and opinions. Please do not put 

any pressure on children to speak on behalf of their generation, their school, children in their 

country, etc.  

 Refrain from privately contacting children. This year’s Forum takes place both online and in 

person. This creates new opportunities as well as some challenges. Please be aware that the 

possibility to schedule 1:1 meetings will be disabled for children.  Any private conversation, 

private messaging or video calls between a child and another adult participating in the 

Forum is forbidden and can be done only through her or his trusted adult or child participation 

contact person. Trusted adults will be identified to all participants at the start of each day so 

please do not try to contact children directly in any way.  

 Do not take photos of or record children without prior permission. 

 Think before you post. Do not take screen shots of children without prior permission and do 

not mention their location, last name or any other data that would make it possible to identify 

them in your social media messages, reports and any other documents.  

 Respect that children have the right to decide if and when they want to have their microphone 

and camera on. Never insist on that. They may choose to use the chat function instead.  

                                                           
3 General Comment No 13 of the UN Committee on the rights of the child, para 59, definition of a child rights 

approach https://www.refworld.org/docid/4e6da4922.html 

 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/4e6da4922.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/4e6da4922.html
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Safety Information and Reporting Procedures 

Paula-Alexandra Boteanu is the European Commission’s child participation focal point for this event. 

In case of any doubts, questions, or concerns about a child participant’s wellbeing or safety, please 

refer to her (Paula-Alexandra.BOTEANU@ec.europa.eu) 

Along with Eurochild’s child participation team and young participants’ supporting organisations, Paula 

will be on hand to support children during the event and make sure that they feel comfortable and 

that their participation is meaningful and safe.  

Eurochild’s child participation team will also be present throughout the event to support attending 

young people in their participation. Should you have any questions about participating in the Forum 

programme you can contact Alice Hagger-Vaughan via email at alice.hagger-vaughan@eurochild.org 

or on 0032484860011. Please note that all logistical, technical and administrative questions or 

comments related to accessing the Forum, registration, consent forms, travel and accomodation 

should be sent to: contact@euchildforum2022.eu.  

If you see someone behaving in an inappropriate way, you have suspicions or you are not sure if the 

behaviour is safe for children and/or goes against the rules indicated in this document in any way, 

please contact the child participation focal point (Paula-Alexandra Boteanu) immediately. She will 

treat each issue on a case-by-case basis and help you to take care of the situation in a sensitive 

manner. Where appropriate, she will cooperate with Eurochild’s child participation team and/or 

contact the relevant young participant’s supporting adult in order to determine and implement 

appropriate next steps.  

Do not try to solve the issue yourself, do not engage in a direct conversation with the child.  

The organisers reserve the right to remove from the Forum or/and to block access to the sessions 

for participants not following the rules described in this document, behaving in an inappropriate 

way or posing danger to children participating in the Forum.  

 

  

mailto:Paula-Alexandra.BOTEANU@ec.europa.eu
mailto:alice.hagger-vaughan@eurochild.org
mailto:contact@euchildforum2022.eu


   

5 
 

Code of Conduct for all participants at the 14th European Forum on the 

Rights of the Child 

 

The European Forum on the rights of the child is a space for meaningful and respectful interactions 

and conversations. Please remember that we all contribute to this and we are all responsible for 

how we behave and the things that we say. By committing to the rules below, we all help to make 

sure that everyone has a positive, safe and friendly experience during the Forum:  

 Treat others as you would like to be treated. We are all equal, regardless of race, gender, 

age, religion, education, cultural background or anything else.  

 Make sure that you listen and allow space for everyone to participate: we want to hear what 

all participants have to say. Everyone should feel welcome and respected. 

 The working language of the Forum is English. For most of the participants, it is not their first 

language. Try to speak slowly and clearly.  

 Please avoid using abbreviations and jargon that other participants might find hard to 

understand.  

 It is ok to repeat important information or, for those participating online, to put it in the chat 

if you think what you said might not have been clear. 

 When you want to ask a question, ask it but try to avoid long introductions.  

 Be yourself! You have been asked to participate because we want to hear what you have to 
say. No suggestions or questions are wrong or bad. 

 For those joining online: 

o Sometimes it can be hard to know the right time to speak during online meetings. The 

organisers and conversation managers will help you understand how and when you 

can intervene, if you would like to.  

o Private conversations of any type (1:1 meetings, chat, etc) between adults and child 

participants are not allowed.  The child participation team, technical hosts and trusted 

adults from supporting organisations will be available to pass on messages if needed.  

o Do not take photos, screenshots of or record others without prior permission.  

o Think before you post messages on social media. Once posted, it stays there forever.   

o Please mute your microphone when you are not speaking.  

o There is no obligation for you or any other participant to have your camera on. Please 

do what feels comfortable for you.  

 If you are coming to Brussels to participate in the Forum:  

o There is no strict dress-code. We ask that you dress appropriately and respectfully 
but in a way that makes you feel comfortable.   

o Please be aware that this event is a smoke and drug free zone.  
o Children and young people below the age of 18, their accompanying adults and 

staff who have a direct responsibility for children during an event, should refrain 

from drinking alcohol during the three days.  All participants are kindly asked to 

refrain from drinking alcohol while in the presence of children.  

o We all need to protect the environment and keep our surroundings neat. Please 
pick up your trash and treat the event venue, your hotel and other places you might 
visit with respect. 

 

Most importantly enjoy the Forum, be active, and make the most of it. We look forward to 

welcoming you!  


