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Summary of insitutional capacity

• Mahidol University is the oldest, largest, and leading medical and health sciences-
oriented university in Thailand and recipient of the highest research budget of any 
public university in the country ($430 mil in 2019).

• INMU is a WHO Collaborating Centre for Community Nutrition and Food Safety 
and an FAO Centre of Excellence for Food Quality, Safety and Nutrition, and 
coordinates compilation of the ASEAN regional food composition tables.

• INMU investigators have expertise in clinical and research dietetics, food science, 
population-based observational and experimental nutrition studies, nutrition 
training and education, clinical and industrial analytical services, development and 
analysis of functional foods, and public nutrition promotion.

• INMU has equipment for conducting chromatography, spectrophotometry, 
spectrofluorometry, spectrometry, cell culture methods, isotope methods, 
targeted metabolomics, and various methods of measuring body composition.
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Exciting ongoing research & capacity building

• INMU is currently leading a major 3-year project funded by the 
Rockefeller Foundation to convene expert consensus and build capacity 
for standardized measurement of diet quality and key nutritional 
biomarkers for capturing undernutrition and diet-related 
noncommunicable disease risk in low- and middle-income countries.

• INMU was recently named the Rockefeller Periodic Table of Food 
Initiative (PTFI) Asia Center of Excellence. Thus, in addition to developing
INMU as a model regional reference laboratory for measuring key 
nutritional biomarkers reflective of under- and overnutrition, we are also
developing regional capacity for multiomic analysis of foods.
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Areas of particular interest within the Health Cluster

We have identified potential collaborators and are positioned to 
prepare proposals relevant to the following areas of the Work Plan:

• Planetary health: understanding the links between environmental 
degradation and health impacts

• Interventions in city environments to reduce risk of non-
communicable disease (Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases - GACD)

• Relationship between infections and non-communicable diseases

In addition to these areas, we are generally keen to discuss potential 
collaborations in any other mutual research areas of interest that 
relate to population food, diet, nutrition, and health.


