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Our project idea

Youth Action Research for Democratic Competency

Across Europe there are a range of mainstream education institutions, 
organisations and charities that facilitate YPAR in different ways. This 
collaborative action research project aims to draw upon the expertise of a 
diverse range of countries and their YPAR pedagogies to produce interactive 
YPAR best-practice Guides for mainstream school teachers, informal educators, 
and preservice teacher educators. The Guides will be refined throughout a 3-
year cross-cultural collaborative action research project that will use the 
Framework for Democratic Competences as its guiding principle, before being 
piloted in each country in the final year. The Guides will then be made freely 
available online with different languages available in order to promote 
democratic competences for 15–29-year-olds.



Cluster 2 HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-
DEMOCRACY-10

The role of civic and citizenship education for strengthening 
civic and democratic participation and support for common 
European values

Research Objective

To use cross-cultural collaborative action research to 
develop YPAR pedagogies that foster 15–29-year olds’ 
democratic competences in formal and informal 
educational settings



Planned Consortium

5 geographically diverse partner countries: 

Each country will have the following partners: 

• a Higher Education Institution where preservice teacher education takes place 
with preservice teachers aged 19-29; 

• a community centre in an area of social disadvantage where informal education 
takes place with young people aged 15-24; 

• a mainstream secondary school in an area of disadvantage with students aged 15-
19; 

• an organisation that has expertise in delivering YPAR;

• organisations that link to policy makers.  



Contact us!

Tom Dobson is Professor of 
Education at York St John 
University, York, England,  and a 
research partner of 
NextGenLeaders, a charity 
facilitating Youth Participatory 
Action Research (YPAR) in schools 
in areas of disadvantage.

Email: t.dobson@yorksj.ac.uk

Timothy R. N. Murphy is 
Associate Professor in 
Educational Research and Policy 
for the School of Education at 
the University of Limerick, Ireland

Email: timothy.murphy@ul.ie



INSTRUCTIONS 2/3

The ‘Contact’ slide should include:

Your name

The name of your organisation

Your organisation’s logo in the upper right corner (of slides 1-4);

The nature of your organisation; e.g., academic institution, SME, 
large company, governmental organisation, NGO, etc.

The country from which your organisation operates



INSTRUCTIONS 3/3

Please note:

Presentations must be held in English

Do not overload your slides – provide links to additional material

Do not use videos, etc. as these may not be compatible with the IT 
system in the online platform

Please do not submit a flash presentation until your participation to 
the event has been confirmed 

Presentations should be submitted to Dominik.Klinkenberg@dlr.de 

Submission deadline: 10 January 2023



Thank you
for listening!
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